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"To be a genealogist takes patience and a 
willingness to help others. Those not born with 
these characteristics soon incorporate them into 
their personalities when the ancestral chase commences." 
--by Vicktoria Hizer, Indianapolis Star 
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All back issues of HACKER'S CREEK JOURNALS are available in complete volume only. 
(one full year) 
Volume I begins Oct. 1982; Volume II begins Oct. 1983, etc. 
Each is complete with Index - $12.50, packaging and postage included. 
Send check and request to: Hacker's Creek Pioneer Descendants 
P, 0, Box 37 
Jane Lew, West Virginia 26378 
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Dear Members: 


It looks to be an exciting year for HCPD. Your executive board 


has lots of new projects in the works - a seminar in May, another 
five-generation chart book, a cross index of members and families 
being researched, and much much more. Watch each issue of the Journal 


for news of these. 

Plans are underway for our Sixth Annual Hacker’s Creek Pioneer 
Descendants Gathering. I’m already hearing from folks all over the 
country who plan to attend. If you haven't marked September 11-13, 
1987, on your calendar to attend, do so now. It's a time for 
exchanging and getting to know cousins from far and near. We'll be 
looking forward to seeing each of you there. 

Joyce Chambers and I spent a recent weekend researching at the 
Allen County Library, Ft. Wayne, IN. It’s a nice place to research 
for those of you who live within a few hours of Ft. Wayne. It was a 
Pleasure to see three volumes of our Journal hardbound and in their 
periodicals section. : 

New "classy" brochures telling about HCPD have been printed 
through the auspices of one of our generous members who wishes to 
remain anonymous. The brochures are being distributed to libraries 
and courthouses throughout W. Va. and should help increase our 


membership. 

Many of the tombstone pictures mentioned in the last Journal are 
still available. If you have one you need, please let me know. 

We received lots of nice queries for this issue. Queries for the 


next issue should be sent to me no later than 1 Apr 1987. Please mark 
them "Query". 
That's it for this time. See ya’ in May at Jackson's Mill. 


Happy researching, 


vy 
fi <2 

y L. Gilchrist 
Editor 


SEMINAR SLATED 


HCPD will host a seminar for the new and not-so-new genealogist on 
Saturday, May 17, 1987, 9:00 am - 5 pm, at Jackson’s Mill State 4-H 
Camp, near Jane Lew. Registration fee of $15.00 includes buffet 
luncheon in the Mt. Vernon style dining hall.. 

The seminar will cover many facets of genealogical research and 
will include many handouts. 

The HCPD library will be available to "HCPD members only” for 
genealogical research. The library room will be locked during the 
noon lunch break, Members who wish to use the library and not attend 
the seminar may purchase a "meal only” ticket for $5.75. 

Reservations, accompanied by your check or money order, should be 
sent to Raydine Teichiera, PO Box 37, Jane Lew, WV, by May 5. 
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HC PD - New Members- 


Allene S. Lampley 


1. Eileen Arnold 15. 
330 - 7th Street 2407 Calamonga Lane 
Weston, WV 26452 Sarasota, FL 33579 
2. Larry, Sr.,Larry II, 16. John T. Law 
and Chris Beane Box 389 
3138 Oakwood Drive Weston, WV 26452 
Cuyahoga Falls, OH 44221 
17. Fred J. Linger, Jr. 
3. Lillie Jane Bleigh 4 Liberty Ave 
Box 133 Buckhannon, WV 26201 
Lost Creek, WV 26385 
18. Elaine McCarty 
4. Ann L. Boyle 17154 Park St. 
Rt. 5, Box 977 Parkersburg, WV 26101 
St. Cloud, FL 32769 
19. Russell W. McCarty 
5. William M. Brown Rt.1, Box 25 
PO Box 1454 Volga, WV 26238 
Cullman, AL 35056 
20. Martha Jane Martin 
6. Carol and Frank Cook Rt. {, Box 438 
103 Rensford Star Rt Farmington, WV 26571 
Charleston, WV 25306 
21. Marian Michaelis 
7. Dale E. Dean 415 West Ave 
920 S. 2nd, Box 262 Laurel, Montana 59044 
Stockton, KS 67669 
22. Ruby Morrison 
8. William F. Donnelly PO Box 56 
8201 Excalibur Ct. Jane Lew, WV 26378 
Annandale, VA 22003 
23. John Kent Morris 


212 East 6th St, Box 71 
West Lafayette, OH 43845 


9. Lois Wiseman Fields 
Rt. 2, Box R-13 
Santee So. Car. 29142 

24. W. Louis Phillips 

P O Box 24111 
Columbus, OH 4.3224 


10.Mddeek Naomi Ruth Giffen 
4439 Densmore Road 
Yolumbus, OH 43224 
25. Robert and Elizabeth Reel 
Rt. 2, Box 54 
Jane Lew, WV 26378 


il.Richard A. Helmick 
7227 Atwood Drive 
Huntsville, AL 35802 
26. Ronald and Di-Ann Rice 
10043 Wimbledon Ct. 
Cincinnati, OH 45242 


12. Glenn D. Hughes 
307 W. 9th 
Eldon, Iowa 52554 
27. Teresa L. Rogers 
3707 W. Harmont 
Phoenix, AZ 85051 


13.Kathy Keyser 
2863 Woodhaven Drive 
Ashland, KY 41101 


14.H. Neil King 
5410 Main Ave 
North Ridgeville, OH 44039 


28. Nancy J. Seardina 
2000 Williams Ave. 
Clarksburg, WV 26301 
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New members of H. C. P. D. (continued) 


29. Mr. and Mrs. Paul E. Simmons 
R. R. 3, Box 587 
Broken Arrow, OK 74014 


30. Emma V. Snider 
166 River St. 
Glenville, WV 26351 


31. Larry and Peggy Stricklin 
201 Trellis Place 
Richardson, TX 75081 


32. Ruth Seeley Strother 
7904 Hwy 60 
Sellersburg, IN 47172 


33. Mary Ann Sutter 
128 Wardlaw Place 
Ripley, TN 39063 


34, Edna W. Taylor 
2222 Dividing Ridge Cemetery Road 
Soddy-Daisy, TN 37379 


Evelyn D. Varrasso 
1375 Bristol Downs Road 
Newark, OH 43055 


Patricia L. Wiggins 
421 8 W 3rd Avenue 
Florida City, FL 33034 


Azcal Elaine Wilson 
Rt. 3 
Malta, OH 43758 


Patrick E. Wine 
1113 Cottage Place MW 
Canton, OH 44703-3022 


Beulah A. Yeaples 
1136 N. Detroit St. #12 
Xenia, OH 45385 


This list has been compiled by our 
Secretary~Treasurer, Raydine Teicheira. 


We welcome all of you to our organization and look forward to exchange 
of family- and local-history relating to the Hacker's Creek area of West 
Virginia, It is gratifying to read your names and realize many of you 
learned of our young organization through purchasing our first EARLY LEWIS 


& HARRISON CO. W.VA. FAMILIES, THEIR DESCENDANTS & ALLIED FAMILIES. 


--"betwixt" (Lolita Guthrie) 


SURNAMES 


HCPD is growing and growing and growing! 


WANTED 


and one of our purposes is to 


assist others with their research. All members are asked to submit 3x5 cards - 
one for each surnome being researched ~ to Raydine Teichaira, c/o Hacker's 
Creek Pioneer Descendants, PO Box 37, Jane Lew, WV 26378. 


These will be marked by date received. 


They will be filed in alphabetical 


order, so that any of us can request the names of those researching the same 


SURNAMES we are. - 


HACKER 
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A SECOND CHANCE ~ FAMILY GROUP SHEETS 


Our EARLY LEWIS & HARRISON CO. W.VA. FAMILIES, THEIR DESCENDANTS & 
ALLIED FAMILIES, a compilation of 290 five-generation charts of HCPD 
members has been a huge success. We sold out of the first printing 
and have had one reprint to date. Through a review of the books in 
"The Genealogical Helper”, many new members have joined HCPD. 

The comment most frequently heard from members is "I wish I had 
submitted mine." Now's your chance! 

When we receive another 200 five-generation charts, we will 
publish Volume II. Here are the rules: 


All charts must be submitted with a permission to publish. Type 


the following on the bottom of each chart: "I hereby give Hacker's 
Creek Pioneer Descendants permission for this chart to be published by 
same."' Sign and date the statement. Charts which have already been 


submitted, but which do not have permission to publish, cannot and 
will not be published. 


*Each chart must be accompanied by a 3 x 5 card with each name on 
the chart listed on it. In other words, a fully completed 
five-generation chart would contain 33 names - one name in each of the 
31 blanks, plus the spouse of the first name, and the name of the 
submitter. Therefore, each five generation chart must have 33 of the 
3 x 5 cards with it, each containing one of the 33 names on the chart. 
These cards will be used to index the book. (See sample below.) . 


Each chart must be camera. ready. TYPED with carbon ribbon (if 
possible) or handprinted in BLACK ink. Any printed charts must be 
printed legibly. Five generation charts from computer programs may be 
submitted. 


Send five generation charts to Joy Gilchrist, 22406 SR 751, West 
Lafayette, OH 43845, with a note attached that they are for Volume II, 


'*sample indexing card: 


YOUNG Jane 


(Leave top-right corner 
free to permit Indexer 
to show page number on 
which your chart will 
appear.) 


Please! Pretty please!! 
And with sugar on it!!!! 


Make your charts CAMERA~ 
READY by using blaek ink 
and removing all photo- 
copy smudges. 
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Four generations of descendants of John Hacker, the first white 
settler in Lewis County, pose with a freshly painted sign designed and 
prepared by members af the executive committee of the organization 
‘known as Hacker's Creek Pioneer Descendants. Left to right, are, 
Larry H. Smith and“his,son, Grayson H. Smith, Dr. Howard Smith 
and his son, Ned P.. Smith, father of Larry H. Smith. Similar signs 
are planned and will be frected on roads in this historic valley area. 


en 
Descendants ‘of John Hacker, the Lost Creek, and Maurice Allman, 
first whit settler in Lewis County meet 3 Philippi, serve as representatives of the 


every year for an annual session, each 
September at Jackson's Mill, At this 
yearly event, genealogical (material, 
pictures and mementos of mempbers and 
families are shared, Over 250 members 
are located in 31 states and a journ; 
is published. menthhy. Z+za7derd 

Dr. Howard Smith, 92. a resident 
Philippi, is a great-great-grandson of 
John Hacker and is a member of the 
group which is known as.’ Hacker's 
Creek Pioneer Descendants. 7 


Officers of the Hacker's Creek 
Pioneer Descendants aré “Barbara 
McCarty of Jane Lew, president; Ed- 
ward Athmiin? Clarksbdte °vice- 
president: Raydine Teicheira, Jane 
Lew, is a secretary-treasurer: Joy 
Gilchrist. West “Lafayette! Ohio, is 
editor of the journal; Robert B. Smith, 


executive committee. Members of the 


. executive committee and officers of the 
. HCPD have designed and 


ainted a 
sign which hes-new-been placed in the 
Hacker's Creek Area, and other similar 
signs are planned. 

Hacker’s Creek forms in Upshur 


" County and flows through Berlin and 
_ Jane Lew in Lewis County and into the 


West Fork River in Harrison County. 


_ The Hacker's Creek area is rich in 


history dating back to the 1700’s when 
the white man was invading the ter- 
ritory then inhabited by Indians. 


Winter 1987 


spate 


Hacker's Creek Journal (WV) V-2 page 68 Winter 1987 


SOME SCENES FROM 1986 ANNUAL GATHERING 


Above: Sunday worship at Berlin 
United Methodist Church. 


Left: William F. Hayes, Betty 
(Mitchell) Hayes and Bob Smith 
find another tombstone in the 
Mitchell Cemetery during Friday 


afternoon tour. 


Below: The Saturday night 
Sing-Along 


Photos by: 
Joyce Chambers 
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LIFE-MITCHELL-HACKER-SLEETH-BARNETT DESCENDANT 


Orvil T. Barnett Sr. was the grandson 
Elias T. and Cassandra V. (Mitchell) 
Barnett, g. grandson of Daniel and 
1726 Sarah Starnes (Hacker) Barnett and 
Benoni and Susan (Life) Mitchell, 
8. grandson of Jonathan and Hannah 
(Bennett) Hacker, John and Susanna 
(Washburn) Mitchell, Martin and 
Elizabeth (Flesher) Life, and g.g.¢g. 
grandson of John and Margaret (Sleeth) 
Hacker and Adam Flesher. 


Submitted by Sarah Trecost 
with poo eee by Joy 


SQUIRES FAMILY OF WESTCERN) VIRGINIA 


Orders are being accepted for THE SQUIRES FAMILY OF WEST(ERN) 
VIRGINIA, a genealogy and history about the ancestors and descendants 
of Nehemiah and Sarah (Polen/Poland/Poling) Squires who settled near 
Reedsville, Preston Co, WV, circa 1800. 

Members of the family later migrated to Upshur, Barbour, Marion, 
Harrison, Monongalia, Doddridge, Ritchie, Taylor and Lewis counties in 
West Virginia, Johnson and Brown counties, Indiana, as well as several 
other states. Allied families include, but are not limited toa: 
Fortney, Britton, Piles/Pyles, Fawcett, Tolle, Polen/Poland/Poling, 
Dudiey, Hawley, Gull, Smell, Martin, Hornbeck, Pitzer, Matthew(s), 
Moats, Shaffer, Watson, Combs, Stinespring, Miller, Pickenpaugh, 
Freeland, Conley, Wilkens, McGee, Mitchell, Pell, Orr, Stafford, Shay, 
Field, Rollins, Hacker, Bennett, Sleeth, Ervin, Gross, Winemiller, 
Horchler, Brain, Johnson, McGinnis, Fairfax, Dawson, Youst/Yost, 

Gregg, Potter, Morris, Gregoire, and Brown. 

In addition to family history, the book contains historical facts 
on locations in Preston County and much Civil War data re the 3rd 
Virginia Infantry/Sixth W. Va. Cavalry which became a mounted unit in 
Jane Lew. The book is 8 1/2 by 11, hardbound, every name index of 
20,000 entries, 125 photos, ca 800 pages. : 

All orders must be prepaid and will be shipped during the first 
week of July 1987. $40.00, plus 6% sales tax for Ohio residents only, 
plus $3.75 postage and handling. Order from: Joy Gilchrist, 22406 SR 
751, West Lafayette, OH 43845. 
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FRONTIER CULTURE MUSEUM OF VIRGINIA 


Authentic old buildings from Germany, northern Ireland, England, 
and southern Appalachia are being re-assembled on a 78-acre site in 
the Valley of Virginia for 4 new museum devotged to interpreting the 
frontier culture of Virginia and West Virginia. 

The museum, to be called the Frontier Culture Museum of Virginia, 
promises to be a first-rate operation and of great interest to members 
of the HCPD. The museum, located near the junction of I-64 and I-81 
near Staunton, Virginia, is tentatively scheduled to open to the 

. public in Spring 1988. 

Four living~history farms -- one German, one Scotch-Irish, one 
English, and one American -- will be the main focus. Plans are for 
the museum to also serve as a major international center for scholarly 
research related to immigration and the settling of the American 
frontier. We expect that as a result, in the future, we will be 
seeing a crop of good new books and articles on subject near and dear 
to us ~- the Germans and the Scotch-Irish of Virginia and West 
Virginia. 


~- from Robert E. Swisher 
Box 298 ~- Capitol Station 
Richmond, VA 23202 


1905 A.B. BROOKS MAP OF UPSHUR COUNTY 


30" x 40" black on white, copies of the 1905 A.B. Brooks Map of 
Upshur County are available. Except for those living in the city of 
Buckhannon, this map has the name af each owner or head of household 
of all dwellings in Upshur County in 1905. It also has the names of 
all post offices, churches, schools, and roads which do not exist 
today. The map will be of interest to anyone who had ancestors living 
in Upshur County at that time. 

They will be packaged in a mailing tube and should arrive suitable 
for framing or folding for storage. They will be shipped third class, 
postpaid, and are $12 each, Please allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. 

Order from: Mrs. Doris P. Poinsett, 5920 31st Place, NW, 
Washington, D.C. 20015. 


THFEEEPEEREE LETT ELTA PAPE EEE EPPA SESE PEEP EEE EEE TEEETEE EERE E ttt tHE 
INDEX ~ THE BORDER SETTLERS OF NORTHWESTERN VIRGINIA 


The index was compiled by Helen A. Bumgardner in 1961. In 1985 it 
was edited and rearranged by Doris P. Poinsett. Copies are availabe 
postpaid at $4 each. ? 

Order from: Mrs. Doris P. Poinsett, 5920 31st Place, NV, 
Washington, D.C, 20015. 


(This book is basic to our research in Hacker's Creek.) 


oo0o0o0PSs!!!! 
1860 Census of Barbour County as advertised in last Journal should 


have read 1870. Sorry for the inconvenience to those of you who order 
it. 
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A BAILEY ANSWER 


Volume II, Issue 2, (January 1985) Hacker’s Creek Journal, 
questioned the death date of Nancy Norris Bailey who is buried at the 
Bailey Cemetery on the old Minter Bailey farm now owned by James 
Martin. James W. Field, Rt 2, Box R-13, Santee, SC 29142 recently 
responded: 


"There is a book titled something like "The Baileys” in the 
historical section of the Clarksburg, West Virginia, library. This 
reference gives a date of death for Ann "Nancy" Norris Bailey as 17 
September 1827, Nancy is my wife's great great grandmother.” 


THE MAIL BAG: 
ONE PHONE CALL! 


"In the spring of 1960 I went to W.Va. to try and find my paternal 
ancestors. I had little to go on except that the Heater family had 
lived in Heaters and that my grandmother's maiden name was Crislip. Tt 
had checked with telephone co. info and had located some people with 
those surnames. Dad's family had moved to N.C. lang ago and there was 
not much contact with WV relatives. I had only met one great-aunt and 
her family in my lifetime. 

"J found out that a George Heater lived in Buckhannon and phone 
him and asked if he could be related. By that time I had learned more 
ot my Heater ancestry. He was a cousin and invited my husband and me 
ta come over and see him. We enjoyed our visit with him very much and 
learned that he had a sister named Betty in Weston who had married a 
George Bland. 

"We also learned that George Heater frequently went to NC on 
vacation and I mentioned that my sister lived on an island there and 
had a large place with rental efficiency apartments. George was 
interested in this and for about a month each year he has spent his 
vacation with his family at my sister’s on Topsail Island. His sister 
and her husband and the families of both of them have also gone to ny 
sister's as well as friends of theirs. : 

"When I met Betty and George Bland, George was of the opinion that 
my sister's husband, William A. Bland, could be related to him 
although my brother-in-law had been reared near Boydon, VA. and his 
Bland family had lived in NC. The upshot of all that was that they 
did determine that they were related. Now, my brother-in-law has 
learned much more of his ancestry, has joined Sons of American 
Revolution, and been to several Bland Reunions. 

"T have acquired new and loved relatives in WV and my sister and 
brother-in-law have new friends and relatives and we are all delighted 
with the results of one telephone call that I made years ago.” 


Marjorie Heater Herring 
12116 Midlake Dr. 
Dallas, TX 75218 


A THANK YOU! 
: 9 October 1986 


"Its been some weeks since I’ve written to you and now I’m settled 
and almost unpacked at 602 Aldersgate Ct., Katy, TX 77450. 
“First my thanks to Ann Walker at Jane Lew for such a fast change 
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oft address. I didn't miss Vol Iv, Issue 4, and I got my membership 
card for '87 right back. 

“Have often referred to the ancestral charts while working on the 
1650 census of Lewis County (Cris has a special project going on this 
census), I'm still embarresed at having missed adding our charts to 
Lt; 

"So glad to see the 1782 Tax list for Monongalia County submitted 
by D. Rodgers and Ed Schoolcraft. Thanks for sharing it. Shall be 
waiting for the transcription. 

"Your word processor is easy to read and think the idea of four 
issues ~ fall, winter, spring, and summer —- a good idea. 

"I guess what all this adds up to, is I want to thank everyone who 
helps get out the H.C.J. and all those who make it all come together. 
We surely enjoy it!. 

"Let me know where I can help.” 


Cris Wagoner, 
602 Aldersgate Ct. 
Katy, TX 77450 


F.S. Please be sure everyone has my new addre 


ss Some of my mail 
seems to be missing me in the forwarding process. 


- A QUERY ANSWER - THE BATTEN/ALLMAN FAMILY 


Vol. IV, Issue 4, p 202, had a query from Mrs. De Vona J. 
Radcliff, 7829 Welker St., Waynesburg, OH 44688, requesting 
information on Kitturah Batten, b 19 Jul 1829, d 2 Jun 1999; m (1) 
Thomas Dean and (2) William Allman. Her mother may have been Talitha. 
Mrs. Radcliff was requesting Talitha's parents name and their marriage 
information. One of our anonymous members submitted the following to 
the editor for Mrs. Radcliff and for publication: 


1850 Census of Lewis County: 1860 census 
104/104 Thomas H. Batton, ae 72, b NJ, a farmer 82, NJ, farmer 
Tillitha, ae 47, b PA 
Lanah, ae 38, b VA 48, VA, nurse 
m a Lovey 
Betsey A., ae 36, b VA 46, VA 
Eleanor, ae 30, b VA 40, VA 


Abner B., ae 23, b VA, a farmer 

Kitturah, ae 21, b VA 

Irena, ae 18, b VA 

William C., ae 13, b VA 22, VA, laborer 
Benjamin, ae 12, b VA 21, VA, laborer 
Mary L., ae 7, b VA 

Gideon, ae 41, RI, a farmer 


LEWIS COUNTY MARRIAGES compiled by Wes Cochran 
p. 47 1 Mar 1854 Kittarah Batten m Thomas Dean 


p. 52 22 Sep 1856 William Aliman m Joan Rogers 
p. 58 15 Dec 1859 Kittoura Dean m William Allman 


«Continued on next page) 
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BATTEN/ALLMAN FAMILY 


1860 Census of Lewis County: 1850 censu 


{0 


156/156 Wilitam Aliman, ae 3&, b VA, farmer 2o, VA, tarmer 
' "Pittura’, ae 30, b VA 
John W., ae 12, b VA 
Albert M., ae 10, b VA 
Jacob L., ae 8, b VA 
Peter E., ae 6, b VA 
Elias J., ae 4, b VA 
George W., ae 2, b VA 
Alice V. Dean, ae 5, b VA 
Adelaide V. Dean, ae 3, b VA 


On the 1850 census, Catherine (Sims) Allman, ae 54, b VA, was also 
living in William’s household. She was the daughter of Wm and M Sims 
according to Lewis County Death Records when she died 6 Jun 1856 and 
the widow of Peter Allman whom she married 20 Dec 1813. 


Harrison County Marriages by Earle Morris: 
Thomas Batten m Hannah Jones 8 Dec 1807 
UPPER MONONGAHELA VALLEY by Bernard L. Butcher, Volt. 2, p 1000 


Batten - Four generations ago this family lived in New Jersey and one 
member of this line emigrated to Lewis Co., VA. His christian name 
was Thomas Batten. He had a son Richard, b 18038, Lewis Co., a 1896, 
ae 93 years. Richard m Nancy Smith. (This sketch continues with a 
history of Richard and Nancy Smith Batten. ) 


WEST VIRGINIA HERITAGE ENCYCLOPEDIA, edited by Jim Camstack, Vol. 2, p 
318. 


Thomas Patton, Monongalia Co., was a Revolutionary War non-military 
patriot. 


HISTORY OF HARRISON COUNTY ¢W) VA 


p. 24 Thomas Batton Jr. assignee to Thomas Batton Sr., 400 acres ona 
drean of the Ohio River and about one mile from the mouth of the 
Little Kanawha River and about one mile from the Indian Old Field, in 
the right of residence, to include his improvement made ian 1772. 


NEW JERSEY COLONIAL DOCUMEDNTS - 1665-1880 - Marriage Records: 


p. al 

Francis Batten of Gloucester m Deborah Hofman of Salem 22 Dec 1763 
John Batten of Gloucester m Ann Scott of Burlington 23 Mar 1766 
Richard Batten of Gloucester m Eleanor Hoffman 15 Dec 1763 . 

p. 44 

Ann Batten of Gloucester m Nathan Harner of Gloucester 14 Dec 1762 
Zellah Batten of Gloucester m John Gill of Gloucester 8 Apr 1765 
Zellah Batten m Grank Fleck of Gloucester 6 Sep 1784 

Deborah Batton m John Somers of Upper Penns Neck 7 Mar 1788 
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Musings from the hill ty 
Paes - Cousins ) 
““) By RUSSELLSMUCKER 


‘I have three brothers and a sister, making a total of five children in my 
| family. If my two sets of grandparents had both produced five children,‘and 
| if the resulting aunts and uncies would all have had five children, that would 
‘give me 40 first cousins altogether,-making a total of 45 persons in my 
: generation who are related to me as first cousins or nearer, (in reality, there 
J] aresé). 

: The same rate of reproduction would | give ite a bital of 455 persons a 
are related to me as second cousins or nearer. (I don’t know how Many se- 
cond cousins I really have). The numbers for several wider circles of ' 
relatives are 4,545 for third cousins, 45,455 for fgurth cousins, and more than _ 
45 pillion for 11th cousins, which is nine times the population of the Earth! =: 

-. The computations -for other rates.of reproduction produce’ ‘similar ‘i 
results. At a rate of eight children per family, the relatives out’ to: ‘ninth - 
cousins would be more than the Earth’s population; for only two children | pers 4 
family it takes persons out to 17th cousing.=:*/,. ... s.r sae acts 

Obviously something is wrong with the above computatio 3. The’ pro- 
blem is that when cousins marry each other, their descendents are related to s 
each other in several ways,” so that the numbers ‘computed ‘above’ are. 
overestimates. Surely there is somebody, aaneiwere on ie face of, 
Earth who is not my second cousin: -:: rd : 

Acutally, if you and I met in the street, are woeld huive a hard tinse pew’ 
ing that we were not in fact 11th cousins (or nearer). We would both have to : 
know all our ancestors back to the time of about 1700, and we would have to / 
examine our lists of ancestors and firie none in common —a formhidable task: 
since there would be over 4,000 names involved. Very few of us would be‘able* 
to prove that we were not related to each other at that level.# 314A i oh +- 

As a personal example, I made a acquaintance recently at a. national‘ 
conference, and we went to visit his aunt, who lives in Akron, Ohio. On the? 
wall she bad her family tree, and I was delighted to find one of my ancestors ! 
listed there. My friend and I turned out to be fifth cousins one way and sixth’ 
cousins another way.2rrisg {esc 27st SASSY Me Re 0 

In spite of the difficulty of actually finding a person who is not my lith ' 
cousin, I persist; surely it is false that everyone on Earth is my 11th cousin. 
Actually it is not as false as it might appear at first thought. There has | 
recently been a lot of work done on mathematical modelling of Population 
: cyania in recent decades, and some surprising facts emerge. 4 

, First, everyone is related to everyone else at the level of S0th cousin or . 
nearer, ‘and it is‘usually much nearer. Second, we: all descended from 
myer ybody who lived far back enough in history. i=" cs . 

- Guy Murchie, a science writer, says ‘It is virtually certain {:)'that you § ‘ 
are a direct descendant of Muhammad and every fertile predecessor of his," 
including Krishna, Confucius, Abraham, Buddha, Ceasar,Ishmael and‘: 
Judas Iscariot.” (I’m surprised about the last name. I don’t think there is ' 
any mention that Judas Iscariot had any children. The name was probably * 
put on the list to remind me that I am descended from rogues as well as * 
saints) 1° fi Sbig: rissa Wa. weenie w 1A att ah le toes iy 

‘1 Philosophers? poets and religioas thinkérs have all spoken Of thie"airigle | 
family of the humsin race. That'coneépt is not only a beautiful ideal: it is? 
quite literally true. The next time we meet on the street, = rent each | 
other as long lest cousins. That is exactly what we are. :- a2! : 


Muskingum College and co-chair of the 


Submitted by Dorothy King. 
Reprinted with permission 


of author, 
eee 
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“By heavens,” exclaims the stranger, 
“One only, far and nigh, 

Hath arms like the lithe young ash tree 
Or balf so keen an eye.” 


“And that is Lewis Wetzel,” 
Quoth Lewis. “Here he stands.” 
So they speak in gentle manner 
And clasp their friendly hands. 
Used by permission. 
Ride out of the leafy greenwood, 


As rises the yellow moon, 1 Werzel County, West Virginia, is named for Lewis Werrel. 


State route 7 
And the purple bills lie pleasantly through Wetzel County, W. Va., was named the “Lewis Wetzel Trail,” by 


In the softened air of June.* the West Virginia legislature in the 1937 session. 


FLOHUS B. PIMPTON 
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Sunday Exponent—Telegram, Sunday Morning, July 28, 1929 
Clarksburg, W.Va, 


MRS. ADELAIDE SWISHER HAD LIVED TERCUCH THEMS SERVED BY 24 PRESIDENTS OF U.S.A. 


Born July 24, 1839, two years after Van Buren took office; now % years old 


By Wilbur C. Morrison 
Submitted by Ruth Seeley Strother 


Born before the eighth president of the United States retired from office, 
a quiet, unassuming woman living near Lost Creek, this county, heard the thirty. 
first president when he delivered his inaugural address March 4, last. During 
her life, twenty-three men have been president, of whom one, Grover Cleveland, 


is counted twice, his two tems not being consecutive, thus making twenty-four 
presidents since she was born, 


If the radio had been in use, Mrs, Adelaide Swisher might have heard the 
voice of President Van Buren as she did that of President Hoover last March, 
She was born July 24, 1839, a little more than two years after Martin Van Buren 


became president, Of course, she was too young to understand anything said by 
him, if she had heard his voice, 


Nor on the ocaasion of her ninetieth anniversity could she have recalled 
the carnival of wild speculation followed_by Van Buren's election and induction 
into office, except as learned by her either through tradition or history. 

There were denunciations of the president then such as have been made of other 
presidents since, and his opposition to the amexation of Texas engaged the 
attention of the entire country at the time, She was too young to know anything 
about the situation then, and even the exciting campaign which encompassed his 
defeat for re-election made no impression on her mind as she was being rocked in 
the home cradle, 


May Have Smiled 


As she lay there, blinking her eyes, sucking her timmbs, and possibly 
wriggling her toes, she may have smiled an appreciation of incidents of the 
"log cabin and hard cider" campaign as they were discussed by members of the 
family, but if so, she could not tell anyone as she was not old enough to talk 
then, 


The raccoon skin doubtless hung on the family door, but not as the emblem 
of the party to which her people belonged as they were member's of the president!’ s 
party. There were log cabins in her neighborhood, but not built there to further 
the political interests of Gen, Willian Henry Harrison, the old warrior and 
"plain pioneer" who after a brilliant military career was content "to live in a 
log cabin and drink hard cider instead of the costly wines", alleged to have 
been served at Van Buren's tables, 


"Tippecanoe and Tyler, too," the victorious campaign song of the Whig 
candidate, may have been heard by her a time or two, but it is safe to say only 
by accident as she was in a different political atmosphere and the refrain was 


taboo in her father's household, She was too young to join in the -jollification 
— 
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the election of Harrison brought and her people were in no spirit to do so, 
However, they and their party did not go down in defeat without a great fight, 
As one historian says, "the Democrats stuck gamely to their guns and put 

up a rancorous fight," 


Exciting Times 5 
In later years, there were equally exciting times which Mrs. Swisher 


vividly recalls as at times her personal safety as well as that of her family 
was involved, This will bementioned more fully further on, 


On the eve of the celebration of the beginning of the ninety~first year 
of her life last Wednesday, Mrs. Swisher, comfortably propped up in bed at the 
home of her son, Isaac Marion Swisher, three-fourths of a mile below the town 
of Lost Creek and on the road between that town and West Milford, interestingly 
reviewed outstanding phases of her long life, Not withstanding her extreme 
years and enfeebled physical condition, she exhibited remarkable mentality 
and a wonderfully vitalized spirit in carrying on conversation and expressing 
her views, 


Mrs, Swisher is a descendant of Thomas Smith, born in England, May 23, 1734, 
who located in New Jersey when he came to America about 1760, afterwards 
marrying Sarah Green, of that state, Both ancestral families took part in 
the American Revolution, 


— 


Watters Smith, one of the five children of the pioneer who came from 
England, was born July 15, 1767, married Elizabeth Davisson, hter of 
William Davisson, of New Jersey, about 1793, moved to this county and settled 
on Duck Creek, He died in 1849 at the age of 82 and both he and his wife 
were buried in the Broad Run Church cemetery, He and three of his neighbors 
founded the Broad Run Baptist Church in 1804, Its first members were Watters 
Smith and wife, Jobe West and wife, Solomon Hires and wife, and Samuel Romine 
and wife, with John Carnery, missionary and pastor, The church was then known 
as Good Hope, It was located on Duck Creek, In 1617 » the church was moved 
to its present location and the name changed to the present one, John Bailey 
was licensed to preach the next year, and the Rev. John J, Waldo, an ordained 
minster, who lived at Bridgeport and was related to the Johnsons and Goffs, 
became its pastor, 


Seventh Child 


John D, Smith, the seventh child of Watters Smith, was the father of 
Mrs, Swisher. He was born on Duck Creek November 12, 1810, and married Mary, 
daughter of Matthew Maddox, The latter died at the ago of 30, when Mrs, 
Swisher was but 12 years old, and it fell to the lot of the latter to be a 
mother to the other children of the family. Her father lived to be 86. 


As there were four children in the family besides herself, Mrs, 
Swisher as a girl assuming the position of mother of them, shared the respon 
sibility of rearing them and had very little time to devote to personal ; 
pleasures, All grew to manhood and womanhood and thus proved the tender care 
and sisterly gaurdianship she gave them a complete SUCCESS. 


——> 


hate 
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Only she and her brother, Alexander Austin Smith, of Duck Creek, the 
youngest, now remain of the family of five, He visited her a few days ago. 
He is in feeble health. 


Porter Smith, one of the brothers, who served with the southern forces 
in the Civil War, was killed in a skirmish in the Luray Valley of Virginia 
after the surrender of Gen, Robert E, Lee at Appomattox, news of the surrender 
not having reached that region, He participated in a number of battles among 
which was that at Gettysburg, Pa., four days, 


Wilson Smith, another brother, went all through the war as a Confederate 
soldier, He returned to Duck Creek, and later moved to near Weston, where he 
died two or three years ago, 


The other member of the family, Delia Ann Smith, married Alvin Snith, 
a Duck Creek Farmer, Both have been dead a mumber of years, 


Mrs. Swisher married Isaac Francis Swisher, of Rockford, May 8, 1860, 
at the home of her parents on Duck Creek, two miles across the hill from the 
place where she now lives, She remembers that the Rev, Jeremiah Simpson, a 
Methodist Protestant circuit rider who was pastor of the home church at the 
time, married them. : 


Go To Rockford 


The couple went to Rockford to live. She reared her family there and 
continued to live there after the death of her husband February 24, 1896, 
when she discontinued housekeeping and has lived with her sons and daughters 
since. 


Conditions were primitive in her early married life as she and her 
husband first lived in a little log cabin, which had been built by her 
husband's grandfather, Peter Swisher, who came to this country at an early 
day from Germany with his wife and settled there, The cabin is not only 
still standing, but two other houses built there by members of the Swisher 
family are also landmarks, The second was built by Isaac Swisher, father- 
in-law of Mrs, Swisher, and the third one by her husband in 1877. It is 
a frame house, now occupied by French Young, 


Mrs. Swisher had no little part in the success of her husband who, 
as a famer and stockman, prospered exceedingly. Having reared her father's 
family, she applied that experience in raising her own, with splendid 
success, and in the trying days of the Civil War when there were no men folk 
about the house, her self-reliance stood her well in hand, 


Having learned to weave, spin, and sew in her girlhood days, Mrs. 
Swisher made clothing for her family from the wool grown by her husband 
on his small farm of eighteen acres, received from his father's estate, 
She had woven blankets before she was married, and after that event in her 
life, when she needed straw bedticks, she wove them herself, She was adept 
with the spinning wheel and other equipment necessary to weave and spin, 


—— 
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Mrs, Swisher continued to weave jeans and other material for her 
children's clothing as well as for her husband and herself until the wool 
collecting wagons came around, and then wool was exchanged for cloth, 


"T spun lots of yarn, when I was a girl," she said. We lived among poor 
people and I did a great deal of charity work along this and other lines, I 
was so busy doing this and looking after my brothers and sister when I had to 
keep house after the death of Mother that I had little time for amusement. I 
never danced or engaged in any of the frivolities of the day." 


Habit of Sewing 


The habit of sewing, contracted in her youth, has clung to her all her days, 
and only last March she hemmed a quilt, She continued to sew up to last April 
when she was taken ill. She made a specialty of piecing and hemming quilts, 
put did lots of other sewing as well. 


Her husband, in addition to farming, and raising and grazing livestock, 
became a buyer for Frank Yeager, of Lehigh County, Pa., purchasing and shipping 
lambs on an extensive scale from Harrison, Lewis, Braxton, and Upshur Counties, 
where he became widely kmown, and sometimes going into the valleys of 
Pocahontas and Greenbrier Counties where he bought and shipped the finest : 
cattle ever raised, it is said, mostly, for export trade, The name of Swisher 
became a synonym of fine cattle and sheep, and when visitors at the "old fair" 
wanted to see some of the finest livestock on the grounds they headed for the 
Swisher exhibits, Later Ray Swisher, a grandson, was an exhibitor at the 
"new fair", 


Branching out extensively in his real estate holdings, Mr. Swisher at 
the time of his death owned a sixty acre farm at Johnstown, 130 acres near 
Lost Creek, the Tisdal farm of 200 acres adjoining and the home place of 160 
acres, all fine tilling and grazing land, After his death, the land was 
divided by lot among C.F., J, Lee and I, Marion Swisher, sons, who were farmers; 
and equivalents in money were vaid to E.S. Swisher, another son, who was a 
sadler, and to Mrs, McKeever, the daughter. 


When her husband purchased the Washington G. Sheets farm where she now 
lives with her son, Isaac Marion Swisher, she is said to have taken a big ery 
as she thought he never would be able to pay for it. He had agreed to pay 
$5,000, for it. He said he would pay for it in five years and he did, 


Mrs, Swisher was the nother of eight children, five of whom lived to 
be grown and four of whom are living, Three died in infancy, In the order 
of their birth those who grew to maturity are: C.F. Swisher, of Fort Piérce, 
Fla., J. Lee Swisher, single, who died on the home farm, May 28, 1928, 
E. S. Swisher of Arbutus Park, Clarksburg; Isaac Marion Swisher, of lost Creek; 
and Mrs. Hlla McKeever of Columbus, Ohio, whose husband, 0.D. McKeever, nas. 
been a Redpath Chautauqua lecturer the last twenty years. 


There are sixteen grandchildren and twelve great-grandchildren, 
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Church Member 


In her girlhood days, Mrs. Swisher became a member of the Methodist 
Protestant Church on Duck Greek, but soon after her marriage she identified 
herself with the Methodist Protestent Church at Rockford and has continued her 
membership there, a period of about 69 years, A constant Bible reader until 
failing sight and poor health compelled her to desist, she is versatile in 
scriptures and frequently quotes them as she lies on a bed of pain, 


The Civil War broke out the next year after Mrs. Swisher was married, 
The Swisher family as well as her own and most of their neighbors were 
southerm sympathizers, and whether suspected or not, they were often subjected 
to arrest, sometimes being brought to Clarksburg, while at others some of them 
were taken to Camp Chase, near Columbus, Ohio, 


At such times, the women folk of the comunity experienced hardships 
as well as fright. Home guards, or Union soldiers, made frequent incursions 
in quest of southern sympathizers and every few moons something was likely to 
lead to overt acts or expressions of disapproval-of:the govermment-and ithe war. 
There was someone around most of the time to report what was going on and a 
part of the time to send word of something which actually did not transpire. 
Then the soldiers came in a hurry, : 

There were lookouts who usually heralded the approach of the "enemy" 
and the men folk took to the hills or other places of hiding, leaving the 
women behind to confront the searching soldiers with some sort of explanation 
as to the whereabouts or absence of the men of the house, 


Asked if the soldiers mistreated the women in any way, Mrs. Swisher 
replied they did not and were always considerate of then, but at the same time 
the women were always "on their nerves" as they did not kmow how soon 
something might happen, As they did not like the Union cause, they could not 
always conceal their displeasure and feared the soldiers might resent that 
and fail to be gentlemen, 


Men Captured 


"The men were all taken off to Camp Chase in one of these raids," Mrs. 
Swisher said, "and my husband would have been taken, too, but he was ill of 
fever at the time. 


"When Uncle Watters Snith, of Duck Creek, yelled: 'Jeff Davis,' a squad 
of Union men came and took him to the Columbus prison, where he remained 
several’ months, an Curry and his wife, Union sympathizers, interceded for 
him and finally got him out. Prisoners were treated rather roughly at 
Camp Chase and had to lie on planks for beds," 


After making this comment on Camp Chase, Mrs. Swisher inquired of the 
son solicitously whether the remark would be harmful and was assured it would 
be understood in no spirit of spitefulness or ill will now, 


"When left with the children during these searches, I hid the best I 
could," she said, "I remember one night when Union soldiers came looking 
for southern men, my husband hid out in the barm on a high hill some distance 


— 
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from the house, All at once our old bull dog hag lunged against the kitchen 
door, the staple flew out and he plunged into the sitting room where he 
stationed himself before the hearth. The house was in darkmess and I feared 
to turn on the light. 


"Groping around, I finaily found the staple, put it back in place and 
fastened the door, Old Tige would not budge an inch and I couldn't get him 
out. He was my self-appointed protector, He evidently sensed danger, and 
his presence doubtless averted it, as those who were sneaking about the premises 
had probably seen or heard his action and decided it safer to stay away." 


Mrs. Swisher said that, as a rule, the soldiers never disturbed anything, 
but once in a while took shirts or something to eat, 


Fourteen Children 


There were fourteen children in the Swisher family, of which her husband 
was one, and twelve of them grew to manhood and womanhood and were married, 
All these and their husbands and wives are dead now, except Mrs. Swisher. Also 
all the older people who lived at Rockford in the days of her prime have passed 
on and younger generations represent the Blakes, Bonds, Randolphs, Currys and 
others, Dr, Buttermore was the doctor there then, Janathan Bond and wife 
were anong the pioneer people of the community, 


"Isaac" is a favorite name in the Bwisher family, starting with Isaac, 
the son of Peter, and coming down with Isaac Francis, her husband; Isaac 
Marion her sons; Isaac Wilson, a son of Marion; mapnecentie five generations, 
all of whom she has seen, 


Mrs, Swisher said she was a childmate of Mrs, Mary Romine Ladwig, of 
West Milford, whose ninetieth birthday occurred July 18, "Her husband was an 
undertaker," Mrs, Swisher said, "and buried my father. 


"I was in the store when Mr, and Mrs, Ladwig bought their dishes to go 
to housekeeping," 


Because of her enfeebled condition, no formal observance of her birthday 
was engaged in; but members of the family and friends called during the day, 
some bringing delicacies as presents, She received numerous birthday greetings 
by mail, and a birthday cake came from her daughter, Decorated in roses and 
wreaths in lavendar with the words and figures "Happy (90) Birthday" on it, 
as a message of love it was quite appropriate and received the admiration of 
all who saw it, 


Afflicted with asthma, Mrs, Swisher has been bedfast since April 1, previous 

to which she was rather active for one of her advanced age, As previously 

stated she was downstairs March 4 and "listened in" with considerable interest 
when President Hoover's inaugural address came over the radio, She is in the 
care of a nurse at all times and everything possible is being done for her by 

the son and his wife, who was Miss Emma B, Romine before her marriage. She 

suffers little pain from the affliction, but expresses the hope that she will 

soon be taken on, 


——> 


Hacker's Creek Journal (WV) V-2 page 88 Winter 1987 


cat 


Ready to Go 


"I have lived more than my alloted time here it seems to me, and as I 
can be of no further service to anyone I don't see why I should remain, I'm 
ready to go," she said, 


Frail as she is, one does not play much on the imagination when he can so 
readily see the angel which will finally bear her spirit away gentling picking 
up this lovely sweet, trusting woman in his arms and taking both body and soul 
to realms where the crowning glory of an ideal mortal life will shine forth in 
the immortal, 


As the apostle of old said, well may she say: "I have fought the good 
fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith. Henceforth there is 
laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the lord, the righteous judge, 
shall give me at that day,” 


Husband Died in 1896 


Her husband, Isaac Francis Swisher, prominent farmer of the Rockford 
section died in 189, and since that time she has lived with her son at Lost 
Creek, A native of the Duck Creek section, a daughter of Mr. and Mrs, John D, 
Smith, Mrs. Swisher was next to last survivor of a large family, Austin Smith, 
still a resident of that section is the only living member of the family, She 
was born July 24, 1839. 


She early affiliated herself with the Methodist Protestant Church at 
Duck Creek, and leter transferred her membership to the Rockford church of 
the same dencmination. A greater part of her married life was spent in the 
Rockford section, 


The following children survive: Marion Swisher, at whose home she died; 
CG. F, Swisher, of Ft. Pierce, Fla,; E. S, Swisher of Arbutus Park; and Mrs, 0.D. 
McKeever, of Columbus, 0, Among a number of grandchildren surviving are Ray and 
I, Wilson Swisher, both of Lost Creek, 


eed 
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MRS, I.F, SWISHER DIES AT AGE OF © 
Venerable Lost Creek Woman Had Keen Memory for Events of Civil War Days 
(Special to the Exponent) 


LOST CREEK, April 10. — 

Stricken with a slight paralytic stroke whis evening at 6:45 o'clock 
while eating her evening meal, Mrs, Adelaide Swisher, %, passed away this 
evening at 7:30 o'clock at the home of her son, I, Marion Swisher, prominent 
farmer of this section. Apparently in her usual health, irs. Swisher suddenly 
fainted away and dies with less than en hour after being carried to her room. 


Born during the administration of President Martin Van Buren, Mrs. 
Swisher personally remembered a great part of the history of the United States, 
and was consulted by those who sought for proper sequence of events prior to 
the Civil War and immediately following. Besides being one of the oldest 
persons in the county, she was aclmowledged as a keen observer of the trend of 
events and enjoyed many a chat with old acquaintances comparing the old days 
with the new, 


Active in Interest 


Although her physical condition did not permit her to go about extensively, 
through conversation with friends who visited her at frequent intervals, and 
by means of radio, she kept in touch with current events, of which she was 
greatly interested. 


Funeral vlans will not be completed until the arrival of her daughter, 
Mrs. 0.D. McKeever, of Columbus, 0., some time tomorrow, but the final rites will 
be held from the Rockford Methodist Protestant Church in charge of the fev, 
Otto Reeder, pastor, assisted by the Rev, George H, Snyder, of Flemington, and 
interment will be made in the family plot of the church cemetery, probably 
Sunday afternoon, 


Hacker's Creek Journal (WV) vV-2 page 90 Winter 1987 


Mariah Jett 


Isaac Swisher married 
July 15, 1793=-Feb. 19, 1854 Jan. 20, 1796-Aug. 18, 1863 
Issue 
Isaac F, Swisher married May 8, 1860 Adelaide Smith 
Mar, 6, 1837-Feb, 24, 18% July 24, 1839%-Apr. 10, 1930 
Enily Swisher married Moses Davis 
Burgett (Lived in Colorado) 
Mariah married Dr. Bond 
Thomas (Stephen Swisher's father) 
Lemal (Jesse's Run) 
Lorenza Dow (Rockford) 
Olive married Weston Smith 
Lewis A, married Mary Allman 
ra (Burgett Swisher's father) 
Simington married Sarah Knisley 
: (Uncle Tommy's daughter) 
Sarah Ann married Nutter 
Mary Jane 


This page in A, W. Swisher's genealogy has nothing on it but Isaac and Mariah, 
After her death, I was cleaning out my mother's desk and found a sheet on which 
‘she had typed the children and the added addenda, This might be somebody's missing 
link, Isaac F, is my great-great grandfather, 


Submitted by Ruth Seeley Strother 
7904 Highway 60 
Sellersburg, IN 47172 


There were 14. children in the family, twelve of which reached adulthood and married, 
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Union Hill Church Cemetery 


This cemetery is located about 100 yards behind the 


Union 


Hill Church in southern Lewis County, W.Va. At one time this was 
the crossroads of Sand Fork, Crawford, Frenchton and Sammy Run. 


Now it can only be reached from the Crawford direction 


miles and is advisable that a four wheel drive vehicle be 


of two 


used. 


i Directions from US Rt. 19 is to go south through Crawford, 


crossing a bridge in the village, then coming to a fork, 


taking 


the right and then the next fork to the left. This goes past the 


Post Chapel Cemetery and then on further about 1 1/2 
Inseriptions copied in June 1970 by Hartzel G. Strader. 


miles. 


REXROAD, John d. 3 Jul 1874 aged S8lylim3d.(s/o Leonard & 


Elizabeth (CAPLINGER) REXRODE. 


REXROAD, Eleanor w/o John d. 16 Jan 1870 aged 7S5y23d (d/o George 


& Nellie (7?) RYMER. 
UNDERWOOD, Alva C. d. 1863. 
UNDERWOOD, Coram d. 1873. 
UNDERWOOD, CORDELIA A. b. 1865 d. 1875. 
UNDERWOOD, Robert P., b. 25 Jul 1836 d. 8 Aug 1929. 
UNBERWOOD, Nancy J. w/o R.P. b. 1839 d. 1877. 
HEAVNER, J.L. b. 25 Oct 1868 d. 13 Jul 1927. 
HEAVNER, Mary E. b. 3 Nov 1870 d. 11 Apr 1966. 
WILSON, John W. »b. 1847 d. 1930 (s/o William & Margaret 
WILSON. 


WILSON, Madge V. b. 1905 d. 1945 (d/o John & Ollie). 


(CURRY) 


WILSON, Ollie E. b. 1870 d. 1935 (nee Ollie SMITH, w/o John). 


WILSON, Otis b. 26 Oct 1890 d. 6 Aug 1951, Pvt 153 bepot Brigade, 


WWI, (38/0 John & Ollie). 


WILSON, George b. 4 Jan 1896 d. 3 Oct 1955 W.Va. Cpl. Btry D 37 


Arty CAC, WWI (s/o John & Ollie (SMITH) WILSON). 
WILFONG, Annie E. w/o A.F. b. 17 Apr 1871 d. 24 Sep 1926. 


LINGER, John D. b. 19 May 1817 d. 6& May 1904 (s/o Nicholas & 


Catherine (DOLLY) LINGER). 


LINGER, Lucina w/o J.D. b. 2 Feb 1822 d. 2 Aug 1897 (d/o Jacob & 


Lucina (GILLETT) CRITES). 


ARMSTRONG, Jared Barlow, d. 6 Feb 1930, W.Va. Pyt 32 Field Arty 


11 Div. 
METHENEY, Rex bh. 1903 d. 1965. 
METHENEY, Ralph b. 1946 d. 1946. 


There are several graves with sandstone markers. 
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Morrison Cemetery 


Lecation is in southern Lewis County on Sammy Run about 
three miles east of Walkersville on the north side of US Rt. 19 
across from the Sammy Run road intersection. Access is by a gate 
about 100 yards west of the road intersection, through a meadow 
and up the hill about 300 yards on the farm owned by Mrs. Audrey 
HULL. It is well kept and maintained. Inscriptions copied in 
1970 by Hartzel G. Strader. 


HULL, Emory C. b. 3 Nov 1866 d. 11 Aug 1928. 

HULL, M.L. (Lucy) his wife, b. 12 Oct 1869 d. 23 May 1949. 

MORRISON, George H. b. 1876 d. 19--. 

MORRISON, Ida D. b. 1878 d. 1946. 

MORRISON, Mamie d/o C.H. & I.D. b. 13903 d. 1913. 

MORRISON, Gideon H. b. 1839 d. 1921. 

MORRISON, Elizabeth F. his wife b. 1846 d. 1928. 

DEVER, Granville Lee s/o Robert & Eadeth bh. 1941 d. 1943. 

RIFFLE, Homer R. bb. 18 Jan 1900 d. 6 Feb 1953, W.Va. Pyt Sve Co 
16 Inf. WWI. 

RIFFLE, Charles W. b. 1875 d. 1953. 

RIFFLE, Lillie K. b. 1879 d. 1966. 

WAUGH, Myrtle Jean b. 1929 d. 1936. 

MORRISON, Jacob R. b. 1874 d. 1951. 

MORRISON, Ida B. b. 1884 d. 19--. 

LINGER, John Amos b. 28 Jun 1857 d. 31 Mar 1942 (s/0 John & 
Loucina (CRITES) LINGER. 

LINGER, Parley Drestes b. 16 Dec 1884 d. 17 Jun 1945 (8/0 John 
Amos & Rosie (PROUDFOOT) LINGER. 

LINGER, Glennie Mae b. 20 Feb 1889 (nee GRAY w/o Parley, d. 1958 
buried in Old Baptist Church Cemetery, Oxford, Daddridge 


Co.W.Va.?). 
About a quarter mile south is a single grave plot of Willian 
whe died in 1900. THOMPSON 


KR ARR KKK KK KK KKK RK 
Morrison Cemetery 


This burial plot is located about 1 1/2 miles west of 
Vandalia about 100 yards on the right of the blacktop road going 


to US Rt. 19. This would be about 200 yards before reaching the 
Sand Fork road intersection, on the land owned by Mary and Naxine 
HORNER. There appears to be six graves; five of which havs 
flagstone markers without ciphers. These are probably mostly 
MORRISON, as it is known generally by many persons that this is a 
MORRISON ‘family burial ground. A single granite marker has 


inscriptions copied by Hartzel G. Strader, 2 Apr 1983. 
JENKINS, Sarah E. d. 5S Jan (71861) aged l2ds, d/o J.& P. 
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Peterson Family Cemetery 


This family plot is located about two miles upstream from 
Vandalia, Lewis County, W.Va. To reach the cemetery, one must 
travel the blacktop road to its end, which then forks three ways, 
ta the left is Wheeler Fork and to the right is Wildcat Run. 
Continue traveling on the middle one, past the next fork, keeping 
to the left for a distance of 1.2 miles from the end of the 
blacktop road. The farm surrounding the graves is owned by W.J. 
BARNES and they are located about 200 yards to the left from the 
road after passing the houge, up a steep hillside in a wooded 
area. All stones were atanding when inscriptions copied 2 Apr 
1983 by Hartzel G. Strader. 


PETERSON, Aaron D. d. 17 July 1876 in his 63rd year. 

PETERSON, Lydia w/o A.D., d. 31 May 1878, aged 63yrs&27ds. 

ECHES, Hugh s/o TSM, d. 24 Sep 1873 aged iylimidsd. 

ECHES, John T. s/o T&ME, d 26 Dec. 1880, aged 3y7mld. 

ECHES, Bertha d/o T&ME, d. 11 Feb 1883, aged 7 ds. 

PETERSON, Charles s/o AD&L, b. 12 May 1860 d. 4 Jul 1863. 

DUNCAN, Christena w/o J.W., d. 6 Oct 1872, aged 27y10mad. 

PETERSON, Lydia Maud d/o J.B.&W.V., d. 6 Mar 1881, aged 3ylm5d. 
kK kK KR RRR KR KR KK 


Forinash Family Cemetery 


The Jacob Crites FORINASH family graves are located about 
1/4 mile upstream from the main part of Vandalia, Lewis County, 
W.Va. The location is near the first house on the left, owned by 
Mr. Kyle McCUE and they ere about 75 yards from the road along 
the line fence. Nearly all the stones are lying down but 
inscriptions are legible. Inscriptions read 2 Apr 1983 by 


Hartzel G. Strader. 


FORINASH, J.C. b. 25 Dec 1819 d. 10 May 1911. 
FORINASH, Nancy w/o J.C. d. 25 June 1870 age 39y4miSd (lst wife 
Nancy FISHER) 
FORINASH, Sanford b. 11 Jan 1854, d. 17 Feb 1875 s/o J.C.& N. 
- FORINASH, Hester M. b. 3 May 1881, d. 3 Dec 1881 d/o J.C.& M.E.*® 
‘ FORINASH, Daisy E. b. 25 Jun 1879, d. 25 Feb 1884, d/o J.C.&M.E. 
FORINASH, infant d. 15--1880 s/o J.C.& M.E.(stone broken). 


«(lst wife, Mary Elizabeth LINGER, b. 1840, d. 19322 and is buried 
in the Vandalia Cemetery about 3/4 mile down the road. 
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Simpson Chapel Cemetery 


This cemetery also known as the REXROAD family graveyard is 
Located in southern Lewis County on Sammy Run and four miles east 


of Waelkeraville. It is about one mile upstream from US Rt. 19 
intersection on the right about 500 yards from the road on the 
Nr.and Mre. Roger SMITH farm. The cemetery is regularly mowed 
and well maintained. Inscriptions were first read in 1959) and 


updated 25 Oct 1986 by Hartzel G. Strader. 


LINGER, Isadora w/o S.W. LINGER 1859-1932 (d/o Nathan & Julia 
(EAGLE) REXROAD). 
REXROAD, Nathan d. 14 Sep 1896 62y7ml1d (s/o John & Eleanor 
(RYMER) REXROAD). 
REXROAD, Julia w/o Nathan b. 25 May 1833 d. 2 Dec 1901 (d/o David 
& Sarah (FENTON) EAGLE). : 
McQUAIN, Eleanor Margaret, mother b. 16 Jun 1829 d. 2 Dec 1901 
(d/a John & Eleanor (RYMER) REXROAD). 
son George Jackson b. 13 Sep 1852 d. 11 Aug 1930 
father buried in Braxton County. 
WILSON, infants of J.C. & Ellen (REXROAD), Lena 1872, William 
1877, Alva 1878, Wesley 1880. 
REXROAD, infant d/o N. & J.A. REXROAD b. 1854. 
FINEGAN, Mary E. (McQUAIN), b. 16 Nov 1850 d. 23 Feb 1925. 
FINEGAN, John N. b. 2 Jul 18647 d. 7 Feb 1882. 
FINEGAN, John J., Winnie E., Estella, ch. of J.N. & M. E. FINEGAN. 
DAVIS, Prudy J. d/o J.E. & N.J. DAVIS d. 28 May 1872, 2y2m18d 
BOWYER, Louisa A. b. 1853 d. 1930 
(d/o Nathan & Julia Ann (EAGLE) REXROAD). 
BOWYER, J.L. b. 18 Nov 1850 d. 21 Apr 1894 (h/o Louisa). 
SAMPLES, Clyde S. b. 1892 d. 1912 
(s/o Robert & Mary (REXROAD) SAMPLES). 
SAMPLES, Chloe d/o R. & M.J. SAMPLES b. 25 Dec 1883 ds 1 Mar 1885. 
SAMPLES, Robert b. 14 Oct 1855 d. 28 Feb 1936 (h/o Mary). 
SAMPLES, Mary J. b. 3 Dec 1857 d. 4 Feb 1929 
(d/o Nathan & Julia (EAGLE) REXROAD). 
MARTIN, Victoria Lee b. 1891 d. 1908 
(d/o Sylvias & Sarah Rebecca (REXROAD) MARTIN). 
MARTIN, Basil Hugh b. 1895 dad. 1908 
(s/o Sylvias & Sarah Rebecca (REXROAD) MARTIN). 


REXROAD, infant s/o John S. & Lucy CROHRBOURGH) REXROAD, b.&d. Mar 1906. 


BOWYER, William M. b. 1876 d. 1939 
(s/o John & Louisa (REXROAD) BOWYER). 
BOWYER, Alice G. b. 1879 d. 24 Apr 1953 (w/o William). 
WILSON, Margaret w/o William WILSON, b. 11 Apr 18622 d. §& Feb 1536 
(nee Margaret CURRY). 
WILSON, William d. 12 Mar 1875 in his 66th year. 
WILSON, Dayton s/o J.W. & O.F. (SMITH) WILSON 
b. 12 Apr 1901 d. 14 Oct 1903. 
WILSON, Ralph b. 15 May 1898 d. 25 May 1986 
(a/o John W. & Ollie FE. (SMITH) WILSON). 
SIMONS, H.R. s/o E.A. & M.A. SINONS b. 1892 d. 1911. 
continued 
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continued - Simpson Chapel Cemetery 


SIMONS, Martha A. w/o E.A. SIMONS b. 14 Aug 1862 d. 22 Sep 1913. 
SIMONS, Edwin A. b. 1862 d. 1942. 
SIMONS, Lucy b. 12 Mar 1845 d. 13 Oct 1909. 
SIMONS, William N. b. 1838 d. 1914. 
LONG, Stella d/o L.&A.G. WILLIAMSON b. 14 Feb 1874 d.10 Dec 1921. 
WILLIAMSON, Emzy b. 1887 d. 1910. 
WILLIAMSON, Anna b. 1884 d. 1904. 
WILLIAMSON, Lem b. 1848 d. 1922, Adaline G. his wife b. 1847. 
STRADER, infant s/o /W.I. & I.E. b.&d. 9 Apr 1914 
CThomas, s/o Willis & Ida E. (WARNER) STRADER). 
STRADER, Julia A. d.11 Dec 1908 37y11m16d 
(d/o Nathan & Julia Ann (EAGLE) REXROAD & 

Ist w/o Willis Irvin STRADER). 
STRADER, Eldon L. s/o Guy & Ottie (MEADOWS) STRADER b. 1946 d. 1347. 
WILSON, George Cooper b. 141 Jan 1870 d. 15 Jan 1943 

(s/o James C. & Eleanor (REXROAD) WILSON). 
WILSON, James C. b. 1845 d. 1926, Co. A 10th W.Va. Inf. 

(s/o William & Margaret (CURRY) WILSON). 
WILSON, Eleanor b. 1852 (d/o Nathan & Julia Ann (EAGLE) REXROAD 

& w/o James C. WILSON). 
WILSON, Roy:C. s/o J.C. & E.R. WILSON b. 19 Sep 1880 d. 20 Feb 1918. 
BUTCHER, Gilbert L. b. 16 Apr 1930 d. 23 Aug 1986. 
There are several graves that have only flag stones as a marker. 
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?? ALKIRE/BRAGG CEMETERY 


THIS CEMETERY IS LOCATED IN BRAXTON.CcO We. VA 
.CO. -, VERY NE 
LEWIS CO. LINE, NEAR AMOS ROAD TO DUFFY. (THE BRAXTON ao Mee 
OF Bae eer pees nia (eae Ee) Ree TO LOCAL RESIDENTS). 
rde y Mary (Carter) Scott i 
eecearn ea and Dorothy (Carter) King 


ALKIRE, DAVID--D. 12/12/1866--AGE 78 yrs. 
ALKIRE, RACHEL--w/o D, ALKIRE--D, Tanase os 
AGE 89 yrs. 10 mo. 11 days 
BRAGG, E. S.--B. 9/5/1822 D. 12/13/1898 
BRAGG, PERMELIA S,--3. eee D. 7/3/1898 
NOTE: d/o D I 
JONES, SAMUEL--D. 12/25 or 58/1860. tee sees aeyeee eee 
JONES, MARGARET--D, 6/28/1881--AGE 73 yrSz SH. : 
(NOTE: w/o SAMUEL JON 
_ JONES, WILLIAM M.--D. iaviay ays aee 33 yrs. Pacey eee 
JONES, SARAH--w/o G./C. W. JONES--B, 1845 D. 1878 
ROBY, THOMAS~-B. 127° 71781 D. 4/15/1863 
HECK, MARY E,--w/o W. S. HECK--D. 5/21/1882 
AGE 36 yrs. 10 mo. 9 days 


THERE WERE SEVERAL MORE GRAVES WITH FIELD STONES MARKING THEM. 
submitted by Dorothy (Carter) King 
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WHO WAS HANNAH BENNETT - 
STARNES, SLEASON OR ELLSWORTH??7?????7 


EDITOR'S NOTE: Due to an error in my charts on page 75 of EARLY 
LEWIS AND HARRISON cO., W.VA., FAMILIES, THEIR DESCENDANTS AND ALLIED 
FAMILIES, I recently had correspondence with Cynthia Camp-Luciani, 39 
North Spooner St., Plymouth, MA 022360. Cynthia questioned Hannah 
Starnes death of "after 1868". It should have read "after 1808". As 
I was answering Cynthia’s questions, I was going through my Bennett 
file and came across some correspondence from Marie Bennett Eenson, 
578 Whitney Rd., Conneaut, OH 44030. Her letter, dated 16 Jan 1985, 
raised an important question - one which "Bennett-Starnes” family 
researchers have been working on for some time. I thought our readers 
might have some answers. 


"Dear Mrs. Gilchrist, 

"We have received, and thoroughly enjoyed the October issue of 
Hacker’s Creek Journal. I thank you for your letter and the helps 
that you sent me. It seems to me that I do have a lot of family names 
and dates that I feel are quite accurate. I do have so very many that 
are unknown or questionable. 

"Being older, seventy-five years this summer, I knew Uncle Stephen 
Queen; he was married to my great aunt Virginia Bennett. Since my gr. 
gr. grandfather, Moses Bennett, married Mary Queen I supposed Stephen 
was some kind of a cousin alsa. I once asked my grandfather Granvile 
if he remembered much of his father or grandfather Bennett. His only 
reply was, "Who, the old horse trader?" It was followed by his great 
chuckling laugh. Since his grandfather Mases died before he was born 
he was speaking of his father, "Squire" Silas. ..... 

"I have Morton's Pendleton Co History, Cutright’s Upshur Co., The 
Queen Family, and a few census reports etc. besides material from Mrs. 
(Bert) Harter (some of her Hehckel Bulletins). From her work she 
places "My" Moses Bennett as a son of Joseph and Hannah Ellsworth 
Bennett. She says her list of the children of Joseph and Hannaah may 
not be complete and I noticed she didn't list Phoebe or Hannah as 
Morton did. Mrs. Harter did list Moses, Rebecca and J. (?Joseph). 

How can we know? I notice Cutright says Levi was the father of 
Joseph. 

"Do you know any source for the names Starnes and Sleason as given 
to Hannah? ? 

"T have had material on the Hinkles, I don't have much on 
Ellsworth" 


Marie then included the following quoted from a letter dated 29 
December 1977 from Mrs. Bert Harter, F.A.S.G., to a James Bennett, her 
cousin once removed, on the inauiry about Moses Bennett born 1776 in 
Pendleton Co. Va., the son of Joseph and Hannah Ellsworth Bennett.. >" 


"There is no proof whatever for the information in the 
Holt-Bennett book* and I have been in touch with the author and she 
has no additional material. In fact I sent her the correction that 
the wife of Joseph Bennett was Hannah Ellsworth, not Starnes. Also 
Henckel Genealogy confused the names of the Ellsworth girls, jaust as 
the Queen book did. I think that they obtained the information from 
the Cheveront family, and I can understand that they might confuse the 
names, especially since Barbara Ellsworth who md. Isaac Bennett had an 
only daughter named Hannah, who was reared by her grandparents, Moses 
and Mary Elizabeth Ellsworth. This is mentioned in the concent for 
her marriage given by Moses Ellsworth in Harrison C. 

"I have no idea why Morton lists the wife of Joseph Bennett as 


—-" 


Hacker's Creek Journal (WV) V~2 page 97 Winter 1987 


Hannah Sleason, or that D.A.R. and the Holt-Bennett list Hannah 
Starnes. Neither presents any proof. 

"Moses Bennett did not name all of his children in his will, only 
his wife Hannah and his three youngest sons, Jacob, John and Elijah. 
There is ample evidence that Hannah was the wife of Joseph Bennett. 
She later married Aaron Vanscoy 6 Sep 1814 in Pendleton Co.” 


Mrs, Renson says thst Mrs, Harter ineluded sevarsl pages from 
Henckel Genealogical Bulletin and other references for proof. 


Either Mrs. Benson quoted Mrs. Harter in error or Mrs. Harter made 
a mistake when shé@ referred to "Moses Bennett". I believe Mrs. Harter 
was referring to "Joseph Bennett” as seen in the will of Joseph 
Bennett as submitted to me from Pendleton County court records by Gene 
Bennett of Buckhannon. I had questioned Gene Bennett of Buckhannon, 
WV, about the proof for the maiden name of Hannah. He had no proof 
either but intimated that he was working on the problem. However, he 
did submit the will of Joseph Bennett which follows. 


PENDLETON COUNTY WILL BOOK 3, page 84. 


"In the Name of God Amen, I Joseph Bennet of the county of 
Pendleton being sick and week in Body, but of sound mind and disposing 
memory for which I thank God and calling to mind the uncertainty of 
human life, and being desirous to dispose of all such worldly Estate 
as it hath pleased Go to bless me with - I give and bequeath the same 
in manner following that is to say first, I desire that all my Just 
debts and funeral expenses be paid after my decease - - -- 

Secondly, After the payment of my debts and funeral expenses I 
give to my wife Hannah Bennet one third part of my Estate Both Real 
and personal for and during the term of her Natural life and after her 
decease I give the same to my Children herein after mentioned ta be 
divided among them and to be enjoyed by them forever ~ - ~ 

Thirdly, I give to my three youngest sons Namely Jacob John and 
Elijah Bennet all the lands I now possess in the county of Pendleton 
and state af Virginia to be Equally Divided amongst them three to them 
their heirs forever. Also one small colt and Rifle gun to my son John 
to have and to hold forever - likewise to my youngest son Elijah one 
Dark Bay Colt and Rifle gun to have and hold to him forever. Fourthly 
and all the Rest of my Personal Estate of what nature or kind soever 
it may be not herein Particular. Disposed of I desire may be Equally 
Divided among all my Children Equal share alike ~ - - 

and lastly I do hereby constitute and appoint my friend Hannah 
Bannet and Isaac Coberly Executor of this my last will and testament 
hereby revoking all other or former wills or testaments by me 
heretofore made in Witness whereof [I have hereunto set my hand and 
fixed my “seal this seventh day of May in the year one thousand eight 
hundred and eight. 


Joseph Bennet (Seal) 


* Signed, sealed, published and 
Declared as and for the last 
will and testament af the above 
named Joseph Bennet in the presence of 
Isaac Henkle 
Thomas Bland : A 
John Dice 


At a court held for Pendleton County July Grd 1810 this last will and 
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testament of Joseph Bennet deceased was presented to Court and proved 
by the oaths of Isaac Henkle and John Dice two of the witnesses 
thereto and ordered ta be recorded. 
Teste 
L. Dyer C.P.C.” 


EDITOR'S QUESTION: If Hannah’s maiden name was "Ellsworth’ what ia 
the reasoning for Sarah Starnes Hacker, daughter of Jonathan and 
Hannah (Bennett) Hacker being given the middle name of "Starnes"? 


HISTORY OF THE WETZEL FAMILY 
by W.R. Wetzel, Seattle, WA - 1908 


EDITOR'S NOTE: This material on the Wetzel family along with query 
number 1 in the query section and a biographical sketch on Lewis Smith 
Wetzel from Hardesty's histories (Wirt County) were submitted by Ruth 
Seeley Strother, 7904 Highway 60, Sellersburg, INQ. 


This name in the present generation is spelled in several 
different ways, viz: Wetsel, Wetzel and Whetzel, but we find from 
investigation that each of these three people come from the original 
immigrants who came to this country from Germany, and spelled the name 
Wetzel. 

The first record we have of this family is that of three brothers: 
Nicholas, Henry, and Martin Whetzel respectively. These men were 
Germans and came to America in the early part of the eighteenth 
century. First we hear of them is about 1730. 

The only one of these brothers we can trace down in the present 
generation is Nicholas. This brother had a son whom he called Henry 
after his brother Henry. Coming on down we find Henry Wetzel, Jr. 
married and was father of a George, Lewis, John and some other 
children of which Jacob, Abraham, and David are named; then from 
Jacob, whom we learn was a Lutheran preacher, we find three sons, 
Lewis, Josiah, Silas and others of whom we have no record. From Lewis 
we find three sons: John F., Daniel, Charles, and others of which we 
have no record. , 

The information of this line of the Wetzels was given us by John 
F. Wetzel, M.D, and I will quote from him the following, which will 
make the above seem clearer: 

"The history of Nicholas, Henry, and Martin is lost in the 
obscurity of early American histcry, or rather unwritten history of 
Virginia, Pennsylvania, etc. 

"To commence with, myself and go backwards, I was born June 12, 
1853, at Weston, Lewis Co., Western Virginia. My wife was Elizabeth 
Fishback of the Valley of Virginia. I was educated at Morgantown, 
Monongahela County, West Virginia. I taught in different states. Tt 
graduated from Medical College, Portland, Oregon, in 1889. Was 
assistant surgeon in Polyclinic, San Francisco, California. Post 
Graduate Course, Medical Department, University of California. Pest 
Graduate Course, Medical Department, University of California, in '84 
and '86. 

"My father, Lewis Smith Wetzel, was born same county and state as 
myself in 1820, so he is well toward 80 years old and is as goad a 
worker today as most men at 50 years. The only sickness either of us 
ever have is headaches. 

‘Father was contracting and building when eighteen years of age. 
He worked two or three weeks carving a mantle in the first house he 
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built for a Judge in Weston. Later he built turnpike bridges on 
Stanton Pike as far west as Parkersburg, West Virginia; also a section 
of the B. & QO. R.R. when it Patalteled the Pike. He built this pike 
and bridges. 

"In 1859 the oil discoveries took him to Burning Springs, Wirt 
County, West Virginia, where he is now drilling and pumping 011 wells. 

"My mother was Anestasis Murphy, who was born in Cark, Ireland, in 
1825, of Irish parents who removed to Westeern Virginia when she was 
six years old. Grandfather, Jacob Wetzel, was a Luther preacher of 
Same county and state. He married Miss Smith of Smith's Run, near by 
Weston, the county seat of the county. His father, George, was a 
farmer and George's father, Henry, the son of Nicholas, was a settler, 
hunter and trapper and was named for his Uncle Henry, one of the three 
brothers, the original emigrants from Germany." 

This John F. Wetzel is a practicing doctor in San Francisco at the 
present time, and the following are his children, whom we suppose alsa 
reside there: Benton Gaillard, Lewis Asbury, Pearley Poe, Anacortis 
and May Gertrude; "these are the seventh generation along our branch.” 


Comments from Ruth Strother: 


The balance of this history concerns the descendents of a Conrad 
Wetzel, almost all af whom settled in Oklahoma and Texas. 

In re the Jacob in Paragraph 3, my grandmother, Margaret Elizabeth 
Wetzel Swisher, wrote down for me that Jacob's children were Lewis, 
Joshua Tolbert, George Jackson, Robert, and Dennis D. In addition the 
1850 census lists Rebecca, Margaret M., Jefferson P., and Albert L. 

No Josiah or Silas are named. 

Lewis and Joshua Tolbert Wetzel married sisters. Lewis married 
Anastasia and Joshua married Catherine Murphy. The girl's parents 
were William Murphy and Mary Gannon. William and Mary came over from 
Shannon Co., Ireland in 1828. Anastasia was born in Ireland, but 
Catherine was born at the mouth cf the Monocacy River, MD where her 
father ran a tavern near Tuscarora, MD when the C&O Canal was being 
built. 

The children of Lewis were Daniel E., John F., Charles, and Lulu 
F, 


MARION COUNTY HISTORY BOOK 


The new Marion County History came from the publishers and was 
sold out by mid October. The Marion County Genealogy Club is now 
taking names, addresses and phone numbers for those interested in 
purchasing a book IF they have a second printing. The price will be 


in the $50 range. Contact Majorie Potesta, 824 East Park Ave., 


Fairmont, WV 26554. 


Editor's Note: Job well done! Lots of genealogy and history and a 
must for anyone with Marion and/or Monongalia County roots. 
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Jim Comstock, ed. 
Vol. 6, p. 145 


LEWIS S$. WETZSL — an oil producer engaged in business in Burning Springs District, Wirt 
county, West Virginia, has been a resident here since 1861. He is the only oil 
producer of 1861 now in Burning Springs. His birth was in Lewis County, Virginia, 

July 17, 1824, his parents, Jacob and Eve (Smith) Wetzel, His father died in 1862, 

In Weston, Lewis county, September 13, 1849, were spoken the words uniting in marriage 
Lewis S, Wetzel and Annistasia Murphey. She was born in Leinster, Ireland, June 24, 1825 
a daughter of William Murphey, now deceases and Mary (Gannon) Murphey. The children of 
Lewis S, Wetzel and wife are: Daniel E,, born September 11, 1850, lives in Euntington, 
West Virginia; John F., June 13, 1852, lives in Kansas; Charles, October 27, 1859, 

lives in Michigan — all] practising physicians; Lulu F., September 20, 1862, lives at 
Burning Springs. Mr. Wetzel hag twelve years held the office of school commissioner, 
and is the present incumbent. He is a grandson of George Wetzel, a veteran of the 

1812 war, and is related to Lewis Wetzel, the famous Indian fighter, His address is, 
Lewis S, Wetzel, Burning Springs, Wirt County, West Virginia 


A GENEALOGY POEM 


In this busy world 

Where time passes too quickly 

I can't see you, talk with you, 

Listen to you, or be with 
you as much as I want. 

But, time never goes by too , 
quickly 

That [ don't think of side every 
day and smile. 

And remember. . 

And feel glad. . 

That you are my people. 


- Dorothea Woods Sargent 
September 1986 
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(LEWIS COUNTY) 
Submitted by Raymond Wolfe Jr. 

The Pleasant Grove Church stands today as it has stood 
for well over one hundred years. rr ttt rrr tt rer nr 
On the Hackers road just across the Lewis County line, the 
church stands mounted on a high hill on the right of the road. 
The impressive beauty of this site is almost beyond words. 


There is a view from the church of many hills and valleys 
far in the distance. When far from it, looking at the church, 
it is indeed a scene fit for an artist. It is surrounded by 
many large oak trees making a shady grove. A small rock based 
road twists about 200 feet up the hill from the main highway 
to the church, 


Exactly when the first class was organized is almost 
impossible to say. It can only be surmised that those first 
meetings were in the homes of area residents. The first church, 
as some folks in the area say, was a small log church. 


It stood on the same side of the road the present home of 
Gladstone Rinehart, in the field beside his house. This made 
it situated just a few hundred yards before getting to where 
the road goes to the present church. 


The first deed written for the church was in 1877. It was 
between Franklin Mount and Tabitha Mount(his wife) and Abraham 
Wolf, William Lawman and Ashford Rinehart. These last three men 
were the early trustees of the church. Monzel Marple's grand- 
mother often talked of knowing that William Lawman helped build 
ae church. It can be almost for certain the other trustees also 
helped, 


A one acre lot was sold for sixty dollars by Mr. and Mrs. 
Mount to those trustees. It was described as being near Cook— 
man's Mill, W.A. Bush and a blacksmith shop. The deed refers to 
the church as already existing on the lot in 1877. As part of 
the agreement, there had to be a good past and rail or plank 
fence put around the church lot. It was also agreed:by the church 
to keep members from hitching their horses to the fence. As a 
result of that agreement, large metal rings were placed in many 
of the large oak trees surrounding the church. These were used 
to hitch the the horses to instead of the fence. Many of these 
rings were still easily located until the last 4 or 5 years. 

The trees bearing them have grown and deeply buried the rings 
within them. Its easy to picture a beautiful Sunday morning 
with the church yard full of horses and buggies tied at almost 
every tree. 


One unique feature of this church was a stone wall designed 
to aid ladies riding side saddle and small children in mounting 
their horses. The wall was located about 30 Feet in front of the 
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church. It was about 2% feet high and 16 feet long. Though | 
covered with leaves,after a little digging it was still easi/y 
located. 


Mrs. Velma(Marple) Wagner can remember her family go4 
to services in the early 1900's, about 1910. There were a let 
of children in the family. To get them all to church on Sunday 
they rode in a two seated buggy and the rest would ride on 
big, black horses. 


The church is a white weatherbaard structure and has 
glass windows on each of two sides. The roof was once slate. Bub 
in the late 1940's Mallaliew Marple and other church workers 
put a new tin roof on it. 


Different from many churches of its day, there was only 
one front door instead of two. The steps going up to it were 
originally wooden. Eventually they became weathered and had 
be replaced.Mallaliew Marple, Adrian Marple and Herbert Nu. 
laid a new set using red tile blocks and putting a thin covering 
of cememt on them to hold them together. 


. The church stands on large, hand chiseled stones. Its 
foundation is constructed of large hand hewed sills, put to- 
gether with wooden pegs. 


The bell in the church was purchased by Bill Filhart’s 
father. He immigrated to America from Germany. There every 
village had a bell. He said every church has to have a bell, 
so he bought one for Pleasant Grove. The two ropes for it are 
straight inside, a few feet from the front door. Different 
from many bells in that day, it had one rdépe which would ring 
it in a Sunday school fashion with the clapper hitting on the 
side. This gave the bell a "ding-dong" sound. The second rin 
was used to toll the bell. It was used for funerals. This was 
a single drawn out "dong-dong’' sound. Claudie Marple, the cus- 
todian, usually rang the bell for services. 


As this beautiful little country church sounded its 
beconing call, the picturesque valleys surrounding it echee 
with its crisp clear message. How beautiful, on a crisp autumn 
morning to have heard that call and see the little white church 
as it stood on a sumit which could be seen for several miles 
away. 


The floors were made of plain wide unpainted lumber. [ff 
was nailed in with square headed nails. Through years of use 
many of the nail heads stuck up and it was easy to catch a Heel 
on one of them. There were no rugs or carpet on the floor 
except a strip of carpet down the center of the isle. 


As members entered the front of the church, it Was sep+ 
erated into two rows of benches. Although there was not a 
seperation fence, as in many early churches, the members sat 
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carried on the practice passed to them for generations. The 
women set on the left side of the church and all the men on the 
right, except in more recent years when Arel McIntire set with 
his wife on the women's side. 


The brown painted benches were from rough lumber. They had 
a plain flat bottom. The back board was located about one foot 
up from the seat bottom. This left a large gap between the 
bottom and the back board and left a lot to be desired in the 
way of comfort. 


The church was lighted by oil lights. They were quite 
large and had a white glass globe on them. They were attached 
to the ceiling on eye bolts and suspended on two chains, one to 
taise and one to lower them. There were five of these beautiful 
lamps hanging in the church. One was at the front near the min- 
isters pulpit, two more close to the first row of benches (with 
one on each side of the church)., one hung by itself near the 
zenter of the church, and one lamp near the front door. These 
lamps were all removed, except one from the church, before it 
vas sold. The one remaining light was left to be sold with the 
church. It was thought this light might be needed to see in the 
shurch because the electric had been disconnected. When the 
aa was auctioned off, the light was sold. It brought about 
250.00. 


In the late 1940's the church was wired for electricity. 
Rev. Rectar was on the circuit at that time. During one of the 
revival meetings, several of the old oil lamps went out, and 
the people couldn't keep them burning, so the congregation 
decided to have electricity put in. Shortly after that Mallaliew 
and some of the men got together and put ig in in about one day. 
Three large globe electric lights were suspended from the ceil-> 
ing, in a row down the center of the sanctuary. One light was 
also installed outside above the front door and one in back of 
the church. 


The church also, many years in the past, had a unique use, 
One Sunday the regular Methodist Protestant Members would use 
the church, There were several families in the area that were 
Seven-Day Baptists, including the Bond family. With the consent 
of the church, the Baptists held a church service in the church 
on Saturday. 


; The church was heated by a number 2 Burnside stove. It sat 
in the center of the church. There was a brick chimney that was 
on top of the church. Coal was usually burned and it was piled 
ro the left side, just a few feet from the church. Still today, 
it Ls easy to see where the old coal pile was, beside two sugar 


maple trees. There was no coalhouse, 
Claudius Marple was the janitor for the church during the 


1940's and for many years before that time. He always went to 
the church early in the morning and "fixed" the stove, to have 
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it warm in the church for services. He always had a red hot fire, 
espically for revival meetings that were many times held in the 
winter time. 


The altar in the church was built by William Lawman, one 
of the first trustees. It is about a foot and a half wide on top 
and designed.in a broken {(U) shape. There is a separation in the 
center of it to allow easy access to the pulpit. Unique too was 
the availability of the altar not to just pray at, but to sit on, 
if need be. L£ the altar were full of people or if you got tired 
of kneeling in prayer, it was perfectly alright to sit on it. 
It toc was painted brown, as well as the lecturn(or pulpit). 
The fluor was painted encircling the altar and flowing into an 
arched design on the wall behind the pulpit. The walls were paint- 
ed white with about the lower three feet of them being painted 
brown. This brown strip blended into the arched design, behind 
the pulpit. 


There were also taree chairs behind the pulpit, against the 
wall. The center one had arms and thé others didn't. They were 
high backed chairs, covered in cloth on the back and seat. The 
rest of each was of wood. 


The church had a beautiful church organ. It was small and 
plain, but it greatly added to the services. The little pump 
organ had a row of about 10 knobs, black knobs with white inserts. 
They were used to change the sound and special effect of the 
music. Mrs. Ruth Nuzem, and Elain McIntire played the organ for 
many years. Most of the time they took turns, whoever was there 
would play. The organ wasn't used during class meetings, but it 
was for Sunday School. In later years, the organ was traded for 
a piano. In about 1945, Monzel Marple also served as an organist 
and pianist at the church. 


After church services were discontinued, the piano was 
left there. It was auctioned off when, the church was sold. 
John and Twila Barlow bought the piano; sold to Shorty Long. 


William Lawman made the Communion Set for the church. He 
made it from wood, bored the holes for the glasses. His wife, 
Olive Melissa Lawman, covered it in cloth. The Communion Glasses 
were ordered, but there is no knowledge of tite companys name, 
The Set itself has been lost to time. The Lawman's were the 
parerts of 12 children. 


The Pleasant Grove Church was one of the strongest Methodist 
Protestant Churches in the area. There were no other major de- 
nomination churches very near it. It was on the charge with the 
Berlin Church, Laurel Lick, Fairview Church, Jesse Run, and the 
Harmony Church (the oldest Methodist Protestant Church in W.V.) 
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There were revivals quite frequently and at least once 
during the winter. Many times the services would last 2 or 3 
weeks. Mrs. Fae Casto remembers that there were some tre- 
mendous revivals there and a lot of people would come. Many 
people would get "happy in the Lord", and shout all over the 
church. If the weather was bad many people would still come 
on a sled. They would hitch up the horses to it, and pile the 
whole family on. 


Worship service was only held once a month. It was held 
at 2:00 p.m. Sunday School was also held. It was held at 
1:00 o.m. 


There were always class meetings too. They were usually 
held twice a month. They included singing, testimonies, shaking 
hands, shouting, and just a happy time in the Lord. Many times 
people were so joyous, they would "run the benches". 


The baptizings were held just a short distance from the 
church toward Westfall Chapel. There was a deep hole in the 
creek there. Over a period of years, many people have been 
baptized there, in Hacker's Creek. There would usually be a 
small service on the creek bank and many times people would 

“eet happy" when coming up out of the water. 


Many times members of the Westfall Chapel, also a Methodist 
Protestant Church, would attend services at Pleasant Grove Church. 
These two attended many of each others services. 


Monzel Marple remembers as a small boy, attending 
Sunday School Services. After Sunday School was over there 
would be a five minute recess before starting class meeting. 
At that time some of the men would go outside for a break. 
Some of the kids usually stayed with their dads. They were 
anxious to get out of a few minutes of Sunday School. As time 
would pass, Class Meeting would start. The men and boys would 
continue to talk. Many times there would be a song, a prayer, 
and maybe another song. Monzel, and the rest of the small boys, 
not wanting to go back to church until they had to, would be 
tickled at getting to stay outside such a long time. Just 
about that time Claudius Marple would come to the door and 
say "Boys, Boys, ghurch has started it's time to come back in, 
come on now. 


Ella Marple was converted in the Pleasant Grove Church 
when she was nine years old, 1892. Monzel remembers her sharing 
her experience with everyone. The church was full of people 
and she was small. The preacher had to help her over the bench 
eae altar, she couldn't get out. She was born December 25, 
1883. 


There were usually 3 Sunday School Classes. The childrens 
class was called the Card Class. It got its name from the 
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small cards that were given to the children in class. The cards 
had a religious picture on one side and a verse of scripture 

on the other side. This kind of literature is still used in 
many classes today. The second class was the teenagers class. 
The third class was the married people's class. The Card 

Class held their class to the left of the altar. There was 

a curtain dividing the class from the other classes. 

Against the wall, in the class was the cradle roll list. 


The song books used at the church were very small, about 
4" x 6" and probably about 2 inches thick. Most of the members 
never seemed to have any trouble singing from them, despite 
the fact there were only words in them, with no music. 


NEW LOCATION 


At one time there was quite a dissatisfaction about the 
location of the church. Many of the members didn't like having 
to walk on the hill to the church, when the road to it got bad. 
Many of times the ministers would have a hard time finding it, 
because it was almost out of site, on tne hill. It was 
suggested to either move the church in its entirety or tear it 
down and move it. The new location was to be about 200 feet 
down the road toward Berlin and on the right. 


The older members didn't want the church moved, so it 
was left on the hill. In the late 1940's a good coat of rock 
was put on the road, which helped getting up and down the hill. 


PLEASANT GROVE CEMETERY 
Lewis County 


Many of the members of the Pleasant Grove Church were 
buried in the church cemetery. Though forgotten by many and 
neglected by almost all, it is located behind John Hershman's 
house. It is on the first hill on the right, about 1/4 mile, 
after leaving the church, and headins toward Berlin. 


The cemetery is grown over today in large trees. It contain 
perhaps 75 graves. It too has suffered from many years of nemlect 
and care. How can such pioneers of our faith be forgotten today 


The Pleasant Grove Church still stands today. Though the 
memory of its services have faded from the minds of many, the 
service to its community and to God will always be remembered. 


SSSSSSSSSC‘“*E 


Hacker's Creek Journal (WV) V-2 page 107 Winter 1987 


— 


\ 


qe 


Pleasant Grove Episcopal Church 


The following membership roll for the Pleasant Grove 
Church was found in a small membership book measuring 9% x 11% 
inches. This small book is a imcomplete copy of the original book. 
The original was kept in the home of Mr. (unknown first name) 
Foster, who was Sunday School Superintendent. His home burned 
in the 1940's destroying many of the church records. The new 
book was filled out on Nov. 21, 1947. It is entitled, The 
Methodist Church School .Record System, The Permanent Register 
of Church~~School Members. Published by The Methodist 
Publishing House. 


Pleasant Grove Church-Class Record-Nov. 21, 1947 


ACTIVE MEMBERS DATE JOINED DROPPED 
Emma Rinehart July 20, 1902 Died-May 12, 1948 
Mary Filhart July 20, 1902 . , 
Joseph McKinney Feb. 7, 1887 deceased 
Maggie Reed : Feb. 7, 1887 deceased 

P. Lavada Profst Feb. 8, 1887 deceased 
Laura F. Lewis Jan. 25, 1888 deceased 
Lucinda B. Lewis Jan. 25, 1886 deceased 
Icy Rinehart Jan. 25, 1886 deceased 
Florence Davis deceased 
Claude S. Marple Dec. 5, 1892 deceased 
Floyd Rinehart 1s deceased 
Ella Marple (igs, ALVA) Liwinai Dee. 5, 1893 

M. B. Foster Jan. 1, 1896 deceased 
Selucus Eminus Marple Jan. 1, 1896 deceased Feb. 13,1949 
Bruce P. Profst Feb. 20, 1897 deceased 
Alva Marple Jan. 5, 1900 deceased 
Seplema Hess Dec. 23, 1904 deceased 1951 
Rita McIntire Jan. 21, 1907 deceased 
John E. Marple Dec. 29, 1910 : deceased 
Lestie McCue Dec. 1911 deceased 
Harrison Lewis Dec. 1911 

Gladstone Rinehart Jan. 8, 1922 

Mallalieu Marple Jan. 8, 1922 transferred 
William Filhart Jan. 8, 1922 

Ruth Nuzgum Jan. 8, 1922 

John Rinehart Jan. 8, 1922 deceased 
Vera Queen May 18, 1930 transferred 
Ethel M. Marple May 18, 1930 transferred 
M. Arel McIntire Nov. 6, 1931 

Murl Marple Nov. 6, 1931 

Genevia Clark Nov. 6, 1931 

Cosley Foster Nov. 22, 1934 

Hazel Rinehart Nov. 22, 1934 

Ruby Marple Nov. 22, 1934 
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Adrian Marple 

Helen Post 

Elaine Griffith 

.Edward Earl Marple 

Charles Marple 

Sylvia Reger 

James Clyde Reger 

Meiva Lorretta(McCue) Lewis 
Edwin Hall Lewis 

Elvie Marie Filhart 

Mordel M.(McCue) Goldsmith 
Donnie Pearl(McCue) Henline 
Ellis Henry McCue 

Monzel D. Marple 

Betty Jean Hinzman 

Dorothy Lee Hinzman 
Margaret Jane Cayton 
William Jean Clark 
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DATE JOINED 
November 22, 
November 11, 
November 11, 
December 10, 
December 
December 
December 
December 
November 2 
December 17, 
December 1, 
December 1, 
December 1, 
December 
December 
December 
December 
December 


1934 
1938 
1938 
1943 
1943 
1943 
1942 
1942 
1944 
1944 


PLEASANT GROVE CHURCH 
Lewis County 


Inactive and Non-resident Roll 


Name 


Florence Davis 

Lura M. Law 

Ralph Lewis 

Dessie Davis 

Stella Smith 
Archilles Landolas Marple 
James P. Groggs 
Liilie Lewis 

Gladis Marple Poling 
Ivy Ethel (Profst) Hinzman 
Henry Stead 
Elizabeth Utt 

Murl Stone King 
Idris (Marple) Queen 
Jeneva Swisher 

Mada McCue 

Frank Regester 
Rosella Morrison 
Dwight Rinehart 
Hazel Long 

Antha Racing 

Arthur Rinehart 
Eugenia McKenney 
Gayton Keneth Lewis 
Bush Lewis 


Date Joined 


Jan. 10, 1889 
Feb. 29, 1892 
March 2, 1892 
Dec. 5, 1892 
Dec. 5, 1892 
Jan. 1, 1896 
Jan. 5, 1900 
Jan. 5, 1900 
Dec. 23, 1904 
Dec. 23, 1904 
Jan. 21, 1907 
Jan. 21, 1907 
Jan. 27, 1909 
Dec. 29, 1900 
Dec. 29, 1900 
Dec. 29, 1900 
July 29, 1912 
Dec. 11, 1911 
Feb. 9, 1913 
Feb. 9, 1913 
Feb. 9, 1913 
Feb. 9, 1913 
April 1914 
Aug. 16, 1916 
Aug. 16, 1916 
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DROPPED 


transferred 


transferred 


transferred 


Dropped 


joined at Salem 


deceased 1/16/51 
died-12/10/47 
transferred 
transferred 
deceased 


joined Berlin 
transferred 
transferred 
deceased 
transferred 
joined Berlin 


joined Bkhn. 


joined Weston 
=> 
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Inactive and Non-resident Roll - continued 


Name 


Eula Rinehart 
Lekia Mays 
Cristine Profts 
Ruth McDaniels 
Bert Rinehart 

M. N. Groggs 

V. I. Groggs 

R. G. Groggs 

Ora R. Groggs 
Cleo Groggs 
Brooks Profst 
Junior Foster 
Telma M. Gochenhour 
Lelia G. Queen 
Mona V. Cobb 
Vergil Gordon 
Genevia Corethers 
Thelma Heavener 
Guy L. Law 

Odis Smith 

Daisy Smith Riffle 
Guy Nays 

Cora Mills 

_ Lillian Gills 


~~? Vitra Swisher (RINE AeT )} 


Bernice Corder 

A. D, Nays 

Grace C. McDaniels 
Swisher Nays 
Myrtle Queen 
Gwendoln Jonns 
Victor Nays 

Junior McCue 
Evelyn Miles 


Velma (Marple) Wagner 


Howard Miles 
Mary Groves 
Martha Frasheur 
Imogene Slobada 
Erenestine Bond 


Calden Jeom Stalnaker 
Elsie Morene Stalnaker 


“7 Winfored Allman 


Date joined 
Aug. 16, 1916 
Aug. 16, 1916 
Jan. 2, 1921 
Jan. 2, 1921 
Dec. .15, 1892 
Jan. 8, 1922 
Jan. 8, 1922 
Jan. 8, 1922 
Jan. 8, 1922 
Jan. 8, 1922 
Jan. 8, 1922 
Jan. 8, 1922 
Jan. 8, 1922 
Jan. 8, 1922 
Jan. 8, 1922 
Jan. 8, 1922 
Jan. 8, 1922 
Jan. 8, 1922 
Jan. 10, 1922 
Jan. 10, 1922 
Jan. 10, 1922 
May 17, 1925 
May 17, 1925 
May 18, 1920 
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dropped 


joined Jane Lew 


joined elsewhere 


joined Berlin 


transferred 


joined Weston 
joined Salem 


joined Weston 


Dec. 4 1919-MRS Tar Swit Hee 


Dec. 3, 1911 


May 21, 1930 
May 21, 1930 
May 21, 1930 


Nov. 22, 1930 
Nov. 6, 1931 

Nov. 6, 1931 

Nov. 6, 1931 

Oct. 29, 1933 
Oct. 26, 1933 
Nov. 22, 1934 
Nov. 22, 1935 
Nov. 22, 1935 
Nov. 22, 1935 
Nov. 22, 1935 


Dec. 10, 1943° 


Dec. 10, 1943 
Nov. 29, 1944 


transferred 
decease 


joined Buckhanr 
transferred 


Hacker's Creek Journal (WV) v-2 


Pleasant Grove ~ continued 


Deceased Members 


Ferianda Rinehart 
Ema Lewis 
John W. Foster 

<.Ida A. Rinehart (mrs. ANDREW) 
Martin Profst 
A. Morgan Lewis 
Ema Marple 
Orlando Rinehart 
Viola Groggs 
Cora Jamsen 
Anna Marple 
Arley Marple 
Darius Kelly 
Q. Preston Queen 
Lee P. Groggs 
Myrle Simmons 
Catherine Lewis 
Herbert C. Nuzum 
Lula Rinehart 
Floyd L. Rinehart 
Opha C. Lewis 

-- Andrew C. Rinehart 
Roberda Bond 
Ema Nays 
Joseph H. McKinney 
Lillie Lewis 
Emma Rinehart 
Lloyd Lewis 
Floyd Rinehart 
‘Selecus Emenus Marple 
A. D. Nays 
James Grogg 
John Rinehart 
Septimma Hess 
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Date joined 


Dec. 2, 1941 
May 26, 1938 
March 25, 1937 
May 1940 

July 23, 1945 
Jan. 3, 1944 
May 5, 1947 
June 15, 1940 
May 16, 1936 
Sept. 3, 1944 
Jan. 5, 1944 
Sept. 2, 1944 
April 23, 1935 
July 2, 1938 
May 20, 1936 
Aug. 5, 1943 
June 13, 1947 
April 21, 1947 


Oct. 5, 1892 

Jan. 1, 1896 

Feb. 20 1897 

Feb. 16, 1927 

May 21, 1930 
Dec. 9, 1947 
May 12, 1948 
deceased 
deceased 


Feb. 13, 1949 
June 20, 1950 


Jan. 16, 1951 
April 29, 1951 
1951 
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QUERIES 


1. Jacob WETZEL (1803-1862) m Eve SMITH of Smith's Run near Weston, 
Lewis Co, 3 Oct 1822, minister was MITCHELL. His children were Lewis 
Joshua Tolbert (who lived in Lost Creek), George Jackson, Robert and 
Dennis D. The 1850 census also lists Rebecca J., Margaret M., 
Jefferson P., and Albert L. a 

Is anything known about Jacob as a Lutheran pastor? Did he have 
sons named Josiah and Silas? Does anyone have the vital statistics o 
the children? 

The father of Joseph WETZEL was George WETZEL, whose sons were 
Jacob, Abraham, and David. George WETZEL fought in the War of 1812. 
The 1820 census of Virginia lists a George WHITZEL living in 
Rockingham Co whose sons were Jacob, John, and Peter. Is this Lewis 
Co. Jacob's father? Is this the George WITSELL listed on the muster 
roll of Captain Matthias MC COWAN'’s Company, from Monongalia, now 
Preston Co., in service at Norfolk in 1814? What are George's birth 
and death dates? Whom did he marry? Is there "any” possibility that 
this. could be the George, son of Martin, son of Capt. John WETZEL? 

If George WETZEL's father was Henry, as given in W.R. WETZEL’s 
HISTORY OF THE WETZEL FAMILY, is this the Henry WHETZELL who lived in 
Rockingham Coa., VA and applied for a Revolutionary War pension in 
1835? What are his birth and death dates? Whom did he marry? Were 
there other children? 

W.R. WETZEL gives Henry WETZEL’s father as Nicholas. Is this the 
Nicholas who came aver in the ship "Brittannia", Capt. Michael 
FRANCKLIN, from Rotterdam to Philadelphia, 11 Sep 1731, with Maria 
Barbara WETZELL, ae 33, Hans Martin, ae 6, Nichalaus, ae 4, and 
Katherina, ae 3? Does Nicholas go from Berks Co., PA to Western 
Maryland and then to Virginia? Any data? 

The book, UPPER MONONGAHELA VALLEY, WEST VIRGINIA, Vol. III, by 
James Morton CALLAHAN, page 1342, states "A family chart in existence 
at this time shows the "SCHAFER-WETZELL Family Genealogy”. From this 
it 16 learned that the SCHAFER side runs thus: Teval SHAFER and wife 
Elizabeth (WETZELL) SHAFER, etc. Is there a SCHAFER from Hacker's 
Creek who knows af this chart? Ruth SEELEY STROTHER, 7904 Hwy 60, 
Sellersburg, IN 47172 . 4 


2. My §.g. grandfather, Felix MC NEMAR/MC NEMARROV, b Hampshire Co, 
VA 1791, m Elizabeth DIX who d 1858 and bur. Mt. Zion Cemetery just 
below Augusta, WY. Felix and Elizabeth had 14 children. Felix moved 
to Wilmington, OH, area and lived near his son, Peter, until he died 
1873. Felix's death record in courthouse, Wilmingtcon, but unable to 
locate grave. In Moorefield, WV, there is record of a Joseph MNcNemar 
who had a son Phoenix (Felix); is this the Felix MC NEMAR who m 
Elizabeth DIX? Harriett MC NEMAR ESHAM, 206 Woodgreen CT, Claymont, 
DE 19703. 


3. In HCJ, Vol. IV, Issue 4, page 167, there is a reference to graves 
being relocated to Carter Cemetery. Where is Carter Cemetery located? 
Dorothy CARTER KING, 10900 Cadiz Rd., Cambridge, OH 43725. 

4. Mercy Ann CUTLER, b 14 Oct 1786, Somerset Co, NJ, m 15 Sep 1802 
Northwest Territory, OH, John SUTTON. Mercy d 4 Jun 1876 Garnett, KS, 
and is bur Sutton Valley Cem at Greeley, KS. 

From SUTTON information, Mercy CUTLER was d/o Mary COZAD ‘COSSORT? 
and Benjamin CUTLER. Mary COZAD, b 7 May 1756, Mt Olive, Morris Co, 
NJ, d/’a Rev Jacob Cozad, Jr. and Elizabeth SUTTON; d 14 Jun 1811, 
Fairfield, Green Co, OH, and bur. in Cazad Cematery, Fairfield, OH. I 


——— 
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understand that the Cozad Cemetery has been destroyed. Is this 
correct? 

Mary COZAD’s first husband was John COON whoa was killed in French 
and Indian War. 

John and Mary COZAD COON had three children: John who was 
captured by a band of Indians and raised by them, m an Indian woman. 
His descendants were supposed to be living in Oklahma Territory in the 
1880's, but I have not found them as yet. John and Mary COON also had 
a baby son who was taken at the same time as John, but he was killed. 
There was also a daughter Charity, b 1769, m 16 Oct 1794/Clarksburg, 
Henry -HINZMAN. She d 13 Mar 1872 Spencer, Roane Ca, WV; Henry died ca 
Jul 1827, 

Charity and Henry had children: Abram/Abraham, Thomas, Henry, 
William, John, Martha, Elizabeth, Polly, Rebeckah, and Charity. Who 
did they marry? 

A Catherine COON married into the SUTTON family. Is she of John 
COON'’s family? Would like to exchange with anyone on these families. 
Frances TENNI SIMMONS, RR3 Box 587, Broken Arrow, OK 74014 


5. German Marriages, York Co, PA, p. 62: John STRAHLE m 28 Oct 1788 
Ann WILLIAMS; p. 219’ Jacob STRAHLE m1 Jun 1784 Anna Maria JUNGBLUT. 
Did Jacob WOLFE have a wife before Anna STRALEY? And for his 2nd wife 
he married the Widow, Anna STRALEY? Charlotte BORRADAILE, WS 335 Dr. 
3-14, Ninevah, IN 46164. 


6. Seek info on James WARNER, b 1802, VA, m Agnus » Known 
children from 1850 Lewis Co. cenus: Prudence, Adam, Sarah, Eldridge, 
Rheuhanan, Granville, Pheby J. Ar some of his descendants still 
living in Lewis Ca? Elva C. NALLY, 141 Fairview DR, New Martinsville, 
WV 26155. 


7. Seek info Capt. Guinn MINTER (1838-1909) who served Civil War 
1861-1865, m Camelia HARNOR. After service, he lived Lightburn, Lewis 
Co, in 1892, Ruth HOFER JUSTISON, 111 Burton, Morrow, OH 45152. 


8. Searching for info on Nicholas GIBSON and wife Lydia SINK, George 
LOUGH and wife Barbara SEAL, Peter LOUGH and wife Prudence GIBSON, and 
related families. Elizabeth Louise ROBINSON, N 4030 Marina Lane, 
Cambridge, WI, 53523. 


9. Seeking exchange of information: John Abram MARPLE (b 1775, PA; d 
1847 Upshur Co, now WV). Married 1794, Monongalia Co, now WV, to 
Barbary Ann WEAVER (b. Anna Barbara WEEER, 1771, Frederick Co, MD, d/c 
Heinrick and Catharina FAUST/FAST WEBER a/ka Henry Sr. and Catherine 
FAUST/FAST WEAVER; Barbary d 1858, Upshur Ca) Resided Monongalia, 
Harrison, Lewis, Barbour, Upshur counties, (W)VA. Children: Moses m 
Elizabeth BENNETT; Jacob D. m Nancy : John Weaver m Ruth REGER; 
Amos m Jemima CUMMINS; Elisabeth m Rev. Elias BENNETT; and Eliza A., Ef 
1831, Lewis Co, (W)V, m (1) Paschal W. HOWELL and (2) William THRASH. 

Paschal HOWELL and Eliza MARPLE resided in Roane, Lewis, Harrison 
and Barbour counties. .Children: -Larkin D. m Emaline ; William M. 
m Elzena TENNANT; Jacob Jasper m. Hannch C. MOUNT; Monroe ma Miss 
TENNANT; Moses m Mary Jane PECK; and Olive who died unmarried. Eliza 
MARPLE HOWELL and William THRASH resided Wood and Ritchie counties, 
CWOV. Children; Elias Bennett, Florence A., John E., Cicero C., and 
Albert Worthington. Eliza MARPLE HOWELL THRASH d 1893, Ritchie Co, 
WV. Iris LAMEERT HALL, 2819 Sth Ave., Pueblo, CO 81003. 


10. Researching following names; LIGGETT/LEGATE/LIGIT, FLEISHER, 


SAYRES, EPONNET, WETZEL, AND SYKES. Francis LIGGETT/LEGATE/LIGIT m 
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Elizabeth FLEISHER, d/o Henry FLEISHER, 17 Aug 1788, Harrison Ca, 
(WoV. Need parents of Francis or where on South Branch he came fron. 
Also seek parents of Henry Fleisher. Phyllis L. WRIGHT, 6071 Donna 


Jay Dr., Loveland, OH 45140. 


11. Nancy JENKINS, widow b. ca 1800 in Harrison Ca, VA, m. John BRAVO 
(?) in Ritchie Co, (W)V 15 Apr 1885. Wancy listed as dsughter of 5.P. 
JACKSON and M. CHILDERS. John is listed as born ca 1798 in MD and the 
s/o John and Isabel. I suspect that the name BRAVO may be a miselling 
of some other name such as BRAKE. I believe that the above Nancy is 
my gs grandmother, widow of John JENKINS who d in Ritchie Co by 1850. 
Any information concerning any aspect of the above query will be 
appreciated. HELP! James F. STEPHENS, Rt. 7, Pineview Dr., 
Laurinburg, NC 28352. 


12. ATTENTION: Descendants of Thomas WEST, Anthony WEST, John WEST, 
Alexander WEST, Scarburgh WEST and Edmund WEST. Seeking information 
and exchange on WEST family. Have exhausted Elmer D. WEST'’s SOME 
DESCENDANTS OF ANTHONY WEST OF ACCOMACK, VA. In need of 
correspondence, information from family Bibles, any information anyone 
may have to share on these families. Would like to have a large 
compilation in time for 1987 HCPD Gathering: Joyce CHAMBERS, 18120 
Chipstead Dr., South Bend, IN 46637. (219) 272-5374. 


13. Need to locate birth of Ezra F. or Ezra S.F. DAVIS, s/o Peter W. 
DAVIS and Ann DAVIS, b VA ca 1847, m Nancy Ellen SNYDER, d/o John and 
Sydra SNYDER. Also place of death and where buried. I have him in 
Marion Cao, WV, with second wife Anna in 1900. Any other information 
on this person would be appreciated. Evelyn RIFFLE VARRASSO, 1375 
Britol Downs Rd, Newark, OH 43055. 


14. I would be very very happy to correspond with any BESKEEN, MOORE, 
CARPENTER, DENTON, WOOD-WOODS, MILLER, LEE, OOWSLEY or STEWART. 
Dorothea WOODS SARGENT, PO Box 5076, Kokomo, IN 46902. 


“15. Is anyone searching the WASHBURN family in Harrison Co, WV. Mine 


is Charles WASHEURN, b prob. Culpeper Co, VA, d 1782/Harrison Co, 
(Wy. He m. Rebecca Lowther, when?? Need proof that John and 
Susannah WASHBURN are his parents. 

Margaret HENDRICKSON m Greensberry SMITH 1836 in Hardy Co, (WV; 
last on 1880 census, Ritchie Co, WV, with children Isaac S., Thomas, 
and Mary Catherine. When and where did she die and where buried? 

Seek parents of John O. Kelley and names of siblings. Fahter may 
be James Kelley. John d. 1898/Ritchie Co, WV. 

Thomas Smallwood WILSON was in Monongalia Co, (W)V. His father, 
William, left him land in 1837 on Coburn’s Creek. William's father 
was George WILSON. Need names of Thomas’ mother and grandmother. 
Would like to hear from anyone searching this family. Betty L. JONE=, 
Box 1203, Globe, AZ 85502 


- 


16. Seek any information on family of John O. Sullivan <O'Sullivan?) 
who may or may not have been a junior, b ca 1822 either in VA or NJ; m 
Katurah/Kitrina/Kitina ?? before 1844 and living Shinns Run, Harrison 
Co, C€W)V, when second child Enoch V. SULLIVAN b 30 Oct 1845. John and 
wife migrated to Tindall Station, Grundy Co, MO where he died after 12 
Feb 1882 in an accident in a grist mill. Their children: Silas, b ca 
1844, moved to Ohio and then Illinois; Enoch B. m Susan Carter, d/o 
George and Nancy (MORRIS) CARTER, in 1867; Mary M., b ca 1849; Jane 
M., b ca 1851, m Lon DAVISSON ca 1870, and may have moved to Ohiag; 
Jesse R., b ca 1854; and Sarah E., b ca 1856, m Richard WARNER anc. may 


9 
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have moved to New Salem,~Uhio. “Enoch and Susan lived at 1748 .Adams 
Ave., Clarksburg, WV; large advertising sign on new Route 50 
interchange 1s in their front yard. Joy GREGOIRE GILCHRIST, 22406 SR 
751, West Lafayette, OH 43845 


17, Seek information on family and descendants of George F. CARTER 
(18 Nov 1801-8 Jan 1874) and Nancy MORRIS (8 Aug 1808-23 Apr 1899), 
both of whom bur. Carter family cemetery, Davisson's Run, Harrison Co. 
Their children: George Carter, Jr., had son Arthur who lived | 
Cincinnati, OH; John, had children John Jr., Willie, and Amelia, who 
resided Cincinnati and/or Indiana; Harrison (1844-1920) m Sarah Marsh ~ 
and had children Lon and Cynthia; Tilton m Alice Sullivan and had 
children Hazel, Cecil and Russell; Elizabeth, b 1834, m Albert 
Flanigan and had children Lloyd, Howard, Katherine, Jenny and 
Gertrude; Rebecca m Joe Avail, had children Rebecca and Paulinda, and 
moved to Cincinnati; Nancy b ca 1830 d 1919 ma King and lived at 
Davisson's Run; and Susan who married Enoch B. SULLIVAN. Jay GREGOIRE 
GILCHRIST, 22406 SR 751, West Lafayette, OH 43845 


— 5 


eo 
The following will is not from West Virginia, but it does provide us an oppor- 
tunity to study an old style of writing and spelling phonetically-~--- 

(A typed interpretation appears to the right, on page 115.) 


magick Ler His we “preflegend 
ee ra eae fo former | 
Ee Bal. alien “7 eins inne BB ; 26 


EPR ors Anan bat baee (= oe : x 
| Vassar 7A? ore o& ‘ A ; -y 
Bg Liisi Kes Goemm tatu 


faran foae ‘eel, @ lp : a (7A. 
ara ae es 


( com 
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QUERIES - concluded 


LEWIS Trying to prove that Miles LEWIS who m 1793 Harrison Co WV, Ann 
BETTS BETTS, dau of Enoch BETTS, BETTS and LEWIS lived in Clarksburg, 

owned land at Salem. Other children of Enoch BETTS married into 

STRATTON, MURRAY and SMITH families and moved on to SE Ohio. 

ep ae ie Richard Brenneman, PO Box 3510, Central Station, Hartford, CT 06103 

(Richard shares a common WALL line with me, Lolita Guthrie)« 

SLEETH I am trying to collect family group sheets for all descendants of 
SMITH Alexander SLEETH (1750-1820) and 2nd wife Nancy SMITH (1763-1834). 
YOUNG Alexander is buried in Fayette Co Indiana and Nancy is at "Old Marion" 
KEITH in Shelby Co. Indiana, Children include: David m Jane YOUNG--(I have 
CORZEK most of this line); Alexander Jr. m Christiena KEITH; Thomas m Rachel 
SKIDMORE CORZEK; Jonas m Margaret SKIDMORE; Mary Ann Hacker m Caleb WRIGHT: 
WRIGHT William not married?; Robert P. died Cincinnati - wife?; Caleb m 
FRAZIER Sarah FRAZIER; Nancy m Abel SUMMERS; Albert J/G m Fannie SENEY: 
SUMMERS Susanna m Ira SENEY. Am not reading census of Shelby Co. Indiana to 
SENEY establish families in that county in 1820-1880. 

...Lolita Guthrie, 123 N. Grove St., Bowling Green, OH 43402 
Winchester, A Noncupative Will of Mary Walls is as followeth which 
Frederick Co., was spoken by her in her last sickness in present of us 

Virginia whose names are underwriten--- 
Mary WALLS My desier is that my litel mayer and coult and sadel and 
read gown and mauslin apron and mauslin hanckechif a pinner and 
Noncupative two caps maybe given to my sister Flizabeth, 
Will And that Richard Moon may have my mare called Jewel and that 


all my money that is in my fathers in lawes hand may Be De 
_ vided Between all my brothers & sisters 


The above said Mary Wall deced twenty first days of J 
Eleventh month otherways called January one thousand 
seven hundred fourty six seven and this was committed into 
wrighting se twenty fourth of the same month 1746/7 

Simon Moon, Loway Moon 


her (mark) 
Sarah Thornbraugh, Will Brown 
mark 
her 
James Moon Tanae Re -Moon 
mark 


At a court held for Frederick County on tu eadey 
the 5th day of May 1747--- 


This Nuncupative Will of Mary Walls deced was proved 
in Open Court by the Solomon Affirmation of Simon Moon Wm 
Brown & James Moon three of the Witnesses thereb_ who also 
affirmed that they saw Loway Moon Margaret Moon and 
Sarah Thornbrough Sign the same as evidence as it was admitted 
to record--- 

Test J Wood CC 
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WHERE DID THEY GO? (when they left Hacker's Creek) 


7 SOLOMON BUSH , 
(This obituary was published in the Fayette County, Ohio, 


Chapter's Fall 1986 Newsletter.) 


"Solomon Bush, aged 94 years, oldest resident of Fayette county, died June 
6, 1890, at the residence of his son-in-law, John Mallow, 6 miles South of 
Washington on the Chillicothe pike. Rev. C.V. Northop conducted the funeral 
services and the remains were interred at Greenfield. Mr. Bush was born. at 

’ South Branch, Va., in 1796 and came with his parents to Chillicothe in 1799. 
John Bush, Solomon’ gs father, planted that year the first corn that was ever 
put out in the vicinity of the High Banks, Ress county, and raised a small 
crop. 


In 1801, Mr. Bush’s father built a saw mill at Austin, Ross county, and the 
following year a grist mill there. In 1815 John Bush startea a store at 
Austin and Solomon was put in charge of it. In 1814 they started a store at 
Frankfort, Ohio. In 1832 John DeWitt bought the Austin store and Anderson 
DeWitt was put in charge. Five years later the Frankfort store was sold and 
the Bushes enlarged their mill business by adding a woolen mill. 


In 1840, Solomon Bush lost $30,000 by going security for his brother-in-law, 
W.S. Crawford. At that time, Mr. Bush was dealing extensively in hogs and 
as Mr. Crawford was returning home with £30,090, which he had received for a 
large lot of hogs, the steamer upon which he was returning was sunk near New 
Orleans and Crawford was drowned. When his body was recovered the money and 
his other valuables were gone and it !s supposed he was attacked and 
probably killed and robbed by some rascal when the vegse! was sinking. The 
most of this money would have gone to the famers of whom the hogs were 
bought and Solomon Bush was compelled to make the loss good. The same year 
(1840) Mr. Bush’s woolen mi}] at Austin was burned. Mr. Bush also had 
stores at Good Hope, Solon, and other places. He told of many romps with 
the Indians who were plentiful here in his boyhood days. In 1880, Mr. Bush 
came to live with his son-in-law, John Mallow." "Out of the Past’, by Wm. 


R. Dalbey, The Record Republican, November 14, 1930, p. 4, “back forty 


years ago when these events occurred...* 


Sleith's Creek After.reading an article in the March 25, 1983 issue of the 

(Upper & Lower) Braxton Co. Historical Society Journal called "Trek to the Hills", 

Braxton Co, WV I wrote to the author, Neil Nicholas, to inquire about the origin 
of the Lower Sleith (Creek) Cemetery, of which he spoke, 


I received an enjoyable response. Mr. Nicholas quoted from 
the "W. Va. Heritage Encyclopedia" saying, "(The creeks) were 
named for a man who herded hogs in the vicinity one winter." 


Now - was this one of our Hacker's Creek SLEETHs? Which one? 


Answers in genealogy always seem to end with a question mark. 
--Lolita Guthrie 


REMINDERS : Sénd ANCESTOR CHARTS, accompanied by 3x5 indexing cards to Joy. 
Send 3x5 SURNAME cards to Raydine. 
Send QUERIES you have in to Joy now -— in time for the next JOURNAL. 


